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ſerem. xxx. 2 1. For who is this that en- 
gaged his Heart to approach unto me? 


ſaith the Lord. 4.28 


dam's Heart departed from the 


4 nant of Works, never a Heart 
ein of all his Potterity could or 
* would have approached unto 
(XN God again, but had remained; 
in their Natural Enmity againſt Him, had not 


the Second Adam ſo engaged his Heart unto God 


in our Favours, as to draw the Hearts of many 
after him: And if we could this Day ſee in td 
Chriſt's Heart, and diſcover His Heart-kindneſs in 
this Matter, fo as to knit our Hearts to Him, and 
to God in Him, and get the Knot ſealed in the Sa- 
crament with God's Seal; it would make this a Day 
to be much remembred to all Eternity. O then, 
let your Hearts be looking up to the Lord, that 
you may ſee in to the Heart and Boſom of this 

Scripture, and in to the Myſtery of this gteat Queſti- 
an, Why 3s this that engaged his Heart, Occ; 
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T7 Y Friends, after that the firſt 4. 


Lord, ſo as to violate the Coves. - 
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The Lord by the Prophet Jeremiah had been com- 
forting his Church, by ſeveral excellent Promiſes re- 
lating to their Return out of the Babylaniſh Capti. 


vity, typical of the glorious Things reſerved for 
the Church in the Days of the Meſſias : Particular- 
ly in the preceed ing Part of this Verſe, it is promi- 


ſed, that they ſhall be blett with an excellent Go» 
vernment, Their Nobles ſhall Le of themſelves, they 
ſhall not Have Strangers and Enemies to be their 
Judges, but theſe of their own Nation. Their Go- 
verngur ſhall proceed from the midſt of them, This 


Hath a Reference to Chriſt our Governor, David 


our King, as you may ſee by comparing this with 


Perſe gth, They ſhall ſerve the Lord their God, and 
David their King, whom I will raiſe up unto_them, 


This Governor is of our ſelves, being in all Things 
made like unto his Brethren; I will cauſe him to 


draw near, and he ſhall approach unto me. It is a 
ſingle Perſon that is ſpoken of, and the Perſon is 


the GOVERNOR, and the GOVERNOR 
is CHRIST ; God the Father did cauſe him, as 
Mediator, to draw near and approach to him; 
He commanded and authorized him io do it; be 


ſanctified and ſealed him for this End; he appeit- 


ted and anointed him for this Purpoſe, andthe 


accepted of him, and declared himſelf well-pleafed 


in him; and therefore he ſpeaks of it with wonder» 


ful Pleaſure, Who is this that engaged his Heart to 
approach unto me? When God draws a Perſon 
Near to him, he is even delighted with that Ap- 
proach to him, whereof he himſelf is the Cauſe; 
much more if it be ſuch a Perfon as here the Go- 
vernor of Iſrael, For who is this, Ro.? Hete is the 
8 the excellent Promiſes ht og man 

lſrael, by way e Kuti pation bj cti- 
to {ſrael, by werf W ä 
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ni that might be made, How ſhall all this'be'Jordg? 


Why, Chriſt the Goyernotir hath engaged "forall 


that either God calls for from you;- or that he pros 


miſes to you; He js one that Hall not fail nor "be 
diſcouraged, till he hath ſer Judgment in the Earth, 
Iſa, xlii. 4. Thus, all the Promiles come to us in 
Chriſt ; they come from God through him, and 
ſhould lead us up to him, in whom they are all 
Fea and Amen. They are Rivulets that ſweetly flow 
and run forth from the Ocean to the City of God, 


to the Houſe of the Mourner, to the Field of tbe 


Wichered, to the Habitation of the Hungry and 
Thirſty, yea, to the Grave of the dry Bones, to 
make the dry Land Springs of Water, and to make 
the Wilderneſs to bloſſom as the Roſe, What theſe 
excellent Promiſes are, that thus run forth, you 
may ſee in the preceeding Part of the Chapter: For 


Example, ver. 17. tho? the Wound ſcem incurabſe; 
God will make a Cure for it; and tho' you*be.” 


caften off. at all Hands, and caſten out at every 
Door, and none ſeek after thee, yet I'll ſeek thee 
out ; and tho? deſerted and deſpiſed of theſe that 
are about thee, yet I'll put Honour upon thee, yea, 
Pll glorify thee, and thou ſhalt not be ſmall, as it is 
ver, 19. And the Sum of all the Promiſes is ver, 22, 
le ſhall be my People, and I witl be your God; Vl 


work in you all that you want, and that is, s 
ſhall be my People; and I'll be to you all that you 


need, and that is, I will be your God, O that we 
could grip to this Promiſe ! It is as much as to 
lay, PII make you holy, and what I would have 


you to be, for ye ſhall be my People; and I'll make 


you happy,, for / will be your God. O, but upon 
what Conſideration, or on What Acccunt will 


he do all this? My Text opens the Ground, For 
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Kindneſs to any poor Worm of Adams Houle ? 
Why, becauſe Chriſt, as Mediator, bath engaged 
is Heart to approach unto God in their Room, to 


do all that was requiſite for making a Vent to this Nx. 
| Kindneſs and Favour of God towards Man, 1 


know that ſome toke the Words to be ſpoken of 
the people of God their drawing near by Faith, and 
in Point of Duty cugaging themſelves to approach 
to Him through his Grace. This is a Conſequent 
that follows upon the other, and therefore 1 ſhall 
not exelude it from irs own Room in the Applica 
tion of this Subject, it the Lord will, But, with 
the beſt Iuterpreters that J have ſeen, I apprehend 
it is ſpoken of Chrilt, holding out his Undertaking 
for an Elect World in the Covenant of Redempti- 


on or Grace, and becoming our Surety, engaging 


himſelf to the Father for us, in the View of our 
having ruined our ſelves. and broken our own 
Credit and Moyen with God, The firſt Adam our 


Works, he brake Ihe Coy enant, and violated the 
Engagement that he made of approaching to God, 
with his perfect, perional Obedience; and ſo be, 
and we in him, Joſt all our Power with God. But 
behold, the ſecond Adam having his Heart filled 
and fraughted with Love to a Company of ſinful 
miterable Worms, ſuch as are here prelent, he takes 
on the Engagement that Adam brake; And He be- 
ing a Perlon of intire Credit, it was a done Bar- 
gain, and God iſſues out all Bleſſings on his Ac- 
count: For who ts this that engaged bis Heart ? 

In the Words you miy notice, (1,) The proper 


10 ork and Office of our Lord Jelus 4 as Mediator, 


2. S. to approach unto God, aud that tor us, and in 
1 our 


bo it this that, &e? Why will he do ſo much | 


Uch "ISIS 2 7 | | r. weep, p 
oy r Room and Stead, as the High Prieſt of oux 
zed Profeſſion. The Prietts are ſaid ro draw near 46 
od, Lev. x. 3. & xY. 17, 18. It is ſaid, Exod; 
xx, 21, that doſes drew near unto the thick Dath- 
neſs, where God was, So did Chriſt, our Great 
of BMoſes, draw near and approach unto God. 
ad I(2.) Notice, in the Words, his cordial Compli-. 
ance with this Work; He engaged his Heart to it, 
he received a Commandment of the Father, who 
all Neauſed him to approach, he being the original Cauſe 
and Spring, as the connecting Particle [for]. does 
th Iſbew; For who is this that does approach? Could 
id any do it without me? No, the Father was firſt 
8 bo Work; but Chriſt was as willing to the Work 
2 :s his Father was to employ him: He engaged his 
Heart to it, that is, He bound and obliged himſelf 


K to it, he undertook for his Heart, as ſome read it; 
n be undertook for his Soul, that in the Fulneſs of 
Time it ſhould be made an Offering for Sin: His 
£ Yown voluntary Compliance with his Father's Will, 
e and his Compaſſion to fallen Man, engaged bim; 


and he was Hearty and Reſolute, Free and Cheer- 
ful in it, and made nothing of the Difficulties that 
ſtood in the Way. (3.) You have here the Singu- 
larity of this Fact, and the Wonderfulneſs of it, 
expreſſed in the Queſtion, Who is this that engaged 
his Heart to approach to me? It points out the Great- 
neſs of the Perſon, the admirable Nature of tht 
Work he eſſays. Chriſt is in all this Matter truly 
wonderful; and when it is a God that expreſſes it 
in this Manner, we may well ask it with Admira- 
tion, Who is this that engaged his Heart to ſueh 
an Undertaking 2 And then, (4) You have the 
Divine Teſtimony annexed to the Whole, in theſe 
Ct, Jr? the Lore, even" 

„ 


„ 1 
for Faith, even the Teſtimony of the God of Truth; 
Let the Mouth of Unbelief be Ropt, for the Mouth® 
of the Lord hath ſpoken ir. God's Teſtimony gf 
our Security, and we need no better than the Word 
of la God teſtifying concerning his Eternal Son. 
Who is this that engaged his Heart to approach unto me? 
ſaith the Lorl. + * 1 - T0 


OBSERVE, That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Eternal Sin of God, cordially and willingly engage 
himſelf to approach unto God in the Work and Baß. 
neſs of our Redemption. | 

I ſhall endeavour to clear this Doctrine, and 
upon it ſpeak to the ſeveral Parts of the Text, inf 
the following Method: After that we have cleared 
the Truth of the Doctrine, we ſhall, 1. Shew what 
a wonderful Perſon this is, that engaged his Heart 
to approach unto God; as ſeems to be pointed out 
in this Queſtion, Who is this? 2. The Nature off 
the Work that he engages himſelf in, while it BK 
an Engagement to approach unto God, 3. The 
Singularity of the Fact, included in the Manner 
of the Expreſſion, Who is this that engaged his Heart 
to approach unto God? 4. The Reaſons of the Do-; 
ctrine; or, why Chriſt came under this Engage- 
ment Together with the Reaſons of our Faith F 
anent it; or, why it is, that JEHOVAH's Teltt- 
mony is added in theſe Words, ſaith the Lord. 
5. Draw ſome Inferences by way of Application of 
theD octrine, as the Lord ſhall pleaſe to aſſiſt. 
Now, before I proceed to the Method here laid 
down, I would offer you ſome Scriptural Proofs of 
the Doctrine. That Chrilt willingly engaged him- F 
ſelf herein, is evident, (1). From his accepting of 
the Work and Offer, Pſal, xl. 7,8, When Se 
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Slain from that Expreſſion, Heb, v. 4, | 
"bes this Honour to himſelf, but be that is called of 


JL xv ii. 4. 


en this Office upon him at his Father's Call ; as is 


1d, as n Aaron : So Chrift glorified not bimſelf, 
bun art my Son, to Day have I begetten thee : T hou 


t 4 Prieſt for ever. (2:) From his promiſing to 
erend on his Father for his Help and Aſſiſtance. 


1 the Work, Iſa. xlix. 5. The Iſrael be not gathe- 


d, ſays Chriſt, yet ſhall 1 be glorious in the Eyes of | 


e Lord, and my God ſhall be my Strength, ' Ila. J. 7. 
be Lord God will help me, therefore ſha 


ud 1 know that 1 [hall not be aſhamed, Hence it was, 
at he endured the Croſs, and deſpiſed the Shame. 


8. No Man 


5 NE 
Offering would not, then ſaid he, La, I come, &cs . 

d with Heb, x. 5, 6, 7. (2.) From his recs, 
ning it his Glory and Honour, that he hath ta- 


e made an big h Prieſt ; but ke that ſaid to bim, 


Il 1 not be. 
fiunded ; therefore will I ſet my Face like a Flint, 


vill put my Truſt in him, ſays Chriſt, Heb. ii. 13. 


) From his promiſing Subjection to his Father's 
Vill, in bearing Reproaches, and laying down his 
ie tor theſe that were given to him, Iſa. J. 5, 6. 


was not rebellious, neither turned away back, TI gave 


Bac to the Smiters, and my Cheeks to them that 
ed off the Hair: 1 hid not my Face. from Shame 


Spitting. And John x. 17. 1 lay down my Life, 


d ihis Commandment have I received of my Father. 


nd (5.) According as he promiſed, fo did he 


compliſh the Promiſe; His Heart was ſet upon 


e Work in the hardeſt Part thereof, I have a Bap- 
m to be baptized with, and how am I ſtraitned till it 
e And never did he ret till he could 
y, It is finiſhed ; I have glorified thee on Earth, 1 
ave finiſhed the Work which theu gaveſt me to do, 
Thus he fulfilled the Engagement be 
e cot 


"A, 
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came under. And then (6.) He expects the Glo 
ry promiſed to him, and the Accompliſhment of 
the glorious Promiſe that was made to him upon 
his fulfilling his Engagements, John xvii. 4, 5. 
bade zlorified thee on the Earth: And now, O Father 
glorifi: thou me with thine own felf, with the Gh 
which I had with thee beſore the Worid was, Yea, h 
challenges it as his Due every Way, ver. 24. Ee 
ther, I will that theſe nhom thou haſt given me, | 
with me where | am, that they may be held my Glin 
which thou haſt given me: For thou haſt loved me be- 
fore the Foundation of the World, And thus in all 
theſe Things you ſee the Truth of the Doctrine 
cleared. 

it Head. The firſt Thing I promiſed, was, tc 
ſhew what a wonderful Perſon this is, that engages 
his Hearc to approach unto God ; as is pointed out 
by the Queltion, Who is rhis? There are theſe fol. 
Jowing Things wonderful in this Perſon engaging, 
Fir/t, Who is this? I anſwer, Who but the Eter⸗ 
nal Son of the Eternal Father, one God with him 
and the Eternal Spirit, even the King Erernal and 
Immortal, who is ſaid to be ever all God bleed far 
ever, Amen, Rom, ix. 5. Amen ſays the Apoltk, 
and Amen let our Hearts ſay to it, by putting the 
Crown of abſolu e Divine Sovereignty and Supreme 
Deity upon the Head of our LORD JESUS this 
Day, in oppoſition to the damnable Error of Ari- 
aniſm, that is like to take deep Root in Britain and 
Ireland, and tprcad like a Gangrene, and eat like a 
Cancer. Who is he as to his Perſon? He is the 
Son of God: And who is he as to his Nature and 
Effence ? He is the fame in Subſiance, equal in 
Power and Glory with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt, 
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curſed is the Communicant *. ſhall not ſay Amen. 
Under the great Seal of the Sacrament of the Lord's 

Supper, we make the Apoltle's Confeſſion ot Faith, 
1 John v. 20. that if any ack, Who is this? We 
an{wer,. THIS IS THE TRUE GOD, AND 
ETERNAL LIFE. This glorious Engager, the 
Lord Jetus, whoſe Death we commemorate, is, with 


Glo 
ent of 
Upon 
5. 
ather 


Gh 


* reſpect 0 his Divine Nature, the true God : and 
ve, He hath upon his Velidte and upon his Thigh 
Gli written this Nime, King of Kings, and Lord of 


Lord. This is the Eternal Word, that was made 
Fleſh; He took on him our Nature, and became 
Man, chat he might appeaſe God. The infinitely 
greit Quality of the Perſon does highly commend 
his loving Undertaking and Engagement; . Bur, 
Secondly, Who is this? It is One, who, tho" he 
vas in the Form of God, and thought it no Robery to be 


Ne be. 
u all 
trine 


gage 
Ollt 


fol. 


ing 
7ter- 
him 


equal with God, yet tot upon bim the Form of 4 Ser = 
vant, and was made in the Likeneſs of Man; and 
leing found in Faſhion as a Man, he humbled 
himſelf, &c. Phil, ii. 6, 7, 8. It is He, who, tho' 
his Generation cannot be declared, his Goings forth 


5 having been from of old, from Everlafting ; yet 
(the engaged to · be made of 4 Wiman, made, under 
th the Law, to redeem. them that were under the Law, and 


was cut oft out of the Land of the Living. It is he, 


ha who tho' he was the Prince of the Kings of the 
il Earth, and the King of Kings, yec engaged to be- 
nal eme a Servant to Servants, and accorduigly girds 
in ſelf to ſerve them, and to waſh their Feet, lohn 
hell x. 4, 5. It is he, who tho he be admirable in his 
1 Sovereignty, his Kingdom being over all, yet is 
in matchleſs in his Condeſcendeney. Tho” he is One 
ly that could never have been known, unleſs he had 
a made kimfelt Known; yer he hath ſhown Hümielt 
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to be One that is mighty in Word and Deed, ſay: 
ing, J. I is that ſpeak in Righteouſneſs, mig hiy to ſaw, 
Ia. Ixiii. 1. It is he, who tho! he be the only Son 
and dearly Beloved of God, yet engages to quit his 
Fathers Company, and take on his Feud and 
Indignation. If it had been a ſimple Privation of 
his Father's Countenance for a little, it had been 
more than all the Sons of Men were worth ; for he 
was daily from Eternity his Father's Delight, re- 

Joicing always before him, Prov. viii. 30. But it mult 
be more; he engages to take on our Sin and Guile, 
and to bear our Griefs, and to the Boot to under- 
go his Father's Wrath, in ſo much that tho' the N. 
Father's Delight in him was never changed or al- Nhe 
tered, yet he engaged to become ſuch a ſtrange Ob- ſh; 
ject of his Delight, as that he ſhould delight to 
bruiſe him, and take Pleaſure in making him a Sa- hi 
crifice, Iſa, liii. 10. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe bim; Wl 
he took Pleaſure in bruiſing him in the Mortar of N. 
his infinite Vengeance, till he bruiſed his Blood 
out of his Heart and Veins, and his Soul out of 
his Body; for he ſwate great Drops of Blood in the . 
Garden, yea, bled to Death on the Croſs, and then 
gave up the Ghoſt, Who is this? Who but he 
who was the pleaſant Object of God's infinite Love, 
becoming the pleaſant ObjeR of his infinite Wrath ? 
Cbriſt was loved of the Father in his dying, and 
for his dying in our Room; he loves him in him- 
ſelf, and loves him as a Sacrifice ; for it was a Sa- 
criſice of 4 ſweet ſmelling Savour unto God, Eph. v. 2. 
But O dear bought to Chriſt was this Love! 3. 
Who is this ? who but that glorious One, whom we 
have infinitely difobliged by our Sin, and had diſ- 
engaged to do us any Favour, by our Revolt from 
kim, by breaking our Engagements in the Cove: | 
| nant 
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nant of Works, and by continual Rebe 
him, and vexing his holy Spirit, Ia. Ix111. 10, Who is 
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this? Even he whom the Party that he engages for 
on the one Side, does molt lothe and deſpiſe ; for 
He is deſpiſed and rejected of Men; we hid as it were 
wr Faces from him; he was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed 
him not; and yet he engages for theſe that were in 
actual Oppoſition and Enmity to him: For, while 
we were yet Enemies, he engages for us; He died 
tr the Ungodly, Rom. v. 6. And God commends 
is Love towards ns, in that, while we were 
finners, Chriſt died for us, Verſe 8. And when 
ze were Enemies, me were reconciled to God by 
he Death of his Son, Verſe 10. He loved them 
hat lothed him. Again, 4. Who is this? He 
One that ſtood in no need of us, being infi- 
litely happy in himſelf, and had loft nothing tho' 
Mankind had periſhed for ever; and yet, before 
e were not happy, he would expoſe himſelf to the 
rateſt Miſery, reſolving that he would not be 
ppy without us. He would rather come and en- 
we the Contradiction of Sinners againſt bimſelf, Re- 
oach, Blaſphemy, and all Manner of Indignities; 
he was rich, yet for our ſake he became poor; and 
jo he was exalted to the higheſt, yet he would be 
mbled to the lowelt. Let all the Excellencies of 
aven and Earth be put together; let all the Per- 
tions that ever the World heard of, and infinitel 
re; let them be all gathered together, and infi- 
added to them, and all ſhining in one Perſon 
I that is Chrilt, O how, rich! how glorious 1 
1 yet this Perſon engages to die for vile Worms, 
om he might have trampled under his Feet for 
r. 5, Who is this ? Why, he is One that could 
his Hand upon both Partics that were at Vari- 
ance, 


7 
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ance, God and Man; and fo lay hold on both, ani 
bring them together in himſelt, tho' at an infini 
Diſtance from one another, Col. i. 20, 21. He hall. 
made Peace by the Blood of his Croſs,and reconciled He 
ven and Earth. He is One, that was able not only ff 
remove the Partition betwixt Fews and Gentile! 
Man and Man, but to take down the Partition-wal 
betwixt (iod and Man, to bring the Sinner to God 
and God to the Sinner, 1 Pet. iii. 18. Chriſt hal 
once ſuffered for Sin, the Fuſt for the LVujuſt, that h 
might bring as to God. God is in Chritt reconei]ing 
the World to himſelf; and ſo he is One that bring 
both together, by his almighty Arm; T his Mi 
ſhall be the Peace; this God-Man is our Peace, k 
ing a Friend to both Parties: Being God, he is tud 
a Friend to God, that he will let him want nothin 
of his Due, he will give Juſtice every Farthing, an 
retrieve the Whole Glory that Sin had defaced; an 
being Man, he is ſuch a Friend to Man, that 
Will pay all our Debt, recover all our Lots, yea, an 
gain much more to us than ever we loft, 6, W 
is this? He is One, whoſe Name is called 9% 
derful, Iſai. ix. 6, But who can tell the Wonde 
of his Perſon, the Wonders of his Perfection 
the Wonders of his Offices, Relations, Appt 
rances, Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection, Alcen 
on and Intereeſſion; the Wonders of his Righteol 
neſs, the Wonders of his Purchaſe, the Wonde 
of his Love in its Height and Depth, Length a 
Breadrh, in its Eternity, Efffeney and Conſtan 
He is One vehoſe Name is Wonderful, whoſe Follo 
ers that bear his N ume arc for S gus and Wonde 
Iſai. viii. 18. Brheld I and the Chi dren which 8 
bait Tien me are for S'9ns amd Wonders,  Beeb.'! 


8. 1 ben and thy Felloas that ſir before thee are Mi: 


1 
jndred at; and indeed the more of Chiif that they 


"ou | have about them, the more they . do become a | 
World's Wonder, as Chritt himſelf was. What 


hall I fay £ Time would fail to ſpeak of theſe 
hines, and to mention his wonderful Acts, his 
wonderful Counſels, his wonderful Way upon the 
Farch, and in the Hearts of his People; his wonder- 
Wt! Works towards the Children of Men, both in 
at ladgment and Mercy; and his wonderful Conduct 
lingtowards his own Children. Let it ſuffice that this 
rinel i He, whoſe Name is and ſhall be called WO N- 
1b EREUI. | 
ed Head. The Second Thing propoſed was to 
lucllſreak of the Nature of the Work he engages Him- 
chile in, while it is laid, he engaged his Heart to ap- 

„ anpro⸗ .chunro God. The Prieſts under the Law, their 
nWp710aching unto God, did but adumbrate and ſha- 
ut Md. forth our great High Prieſt his Approach unto ' 
od, in pur room and itead, In order to clear this 
Wh Point then, in the general, I premiſe: theſe rwo* - 
Wl bigs, 14, All Mankind were barr'd out from te 
Prelence of God, ſo as they could not approach to 
bim in their own Perſons ; and that by a threefold * 
MBar. 1. The Bar of a broken and violated Law or 
Covenant of Works. The Covenant of Works, ye 
know, was, DO and LIVE, otherways ye ſhall | 
Die: In which Covenant the Precept was DO, and 
Sth: Promiſe was LIFE, and the Penalty was 
DEATH. Man by his Sin hath broken the Precept ok 
Doing, forfeited the Promiſe of Life, and ineurred 
the Penalty of Death: Now, if ever we approach to 
od in Mercy, this broken Preeept mult be repair- 
el, chis forfeited Lite mutt be. redeemed, this in- 
eurr'd Penalty mult be execute, and endured, Here 
I Bar that neither Men nor Angels can draw — 
take 


up for the Penalty or Threatning o 
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1 
take ont of the Way, in order to our Approach 


unto God. 2. The Bar of God's injured Perfecti- 


ons, particularly God's infinite Holineſs, which 


ſtands up for the Defence of the Precept of the La, 


inſomuch that none can approach to a holy God 


unleſs his Holineſs be vindicate by a perfect Obedi- 


ence, Again, God's infinite Fuſtice, which ſands 

f the Law, in» 
ſomuch that none can approach to a juſt God, un- 
leſs his Juſtice be ſatisfied by a complete Sacrifice, 
Now, as our natural Want of Conformity to the 
Law, makes the Holineſs of God Rand in the Way 
of our Approach to him; ſo our natural Want of 
Ability to give Satisfaction, makes the Juſtice of 
God to be a Bar againſt our Approach. O who 
will draw this Bar of God's injured Perfections! 
77 The Bar of natural Enmity and Sin on our Patt, 
ſa. Iix. 2. Nur Iniquities have ſeparate betwixt you 
and your God, ſo as we cannot approach go him, 
We are Enemies to God by wicked Works : This is 2 
Bar that cannot be broken, but by an Almighty 
Arm, Thus, I ſay, all Mankind was barr'd out 
from, the Preſe nee of God, no approaching td him, 
2dly, I premiſe, That the Work of Him who ſhall 
approach to God, in our Room, and as our Repre- 
ſentative, mult include the breaking of theſe Bars; 
He that will engage to approach unto God as our 
Head, to bring us back to God, mult engage to 
break theſe Bars; And ſo, 1. To break the Bar of 
a violated Covenant of Work. And accordingly, 
Chriſt comes, and, by his Obedience to the Death, 
he magnifies the Law, and makes it honourable 2 
The Precept of the Law, that we had broken, he 


mult fulfil, by obeying perfectly ; The Promile of. 


eternal Life, which we had forfeited, he muſt re- 
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Peer by redetming the Forfeiture, bringing in E- 
oach$xrlafting Righteouſneſs ; The Threatning and Pe- 
ly of Eternal Death he mult endure, or the E- 
walent, by coming under the Curſe of the Law. 
To break the Bar of God's injured Per fections, 
\  vindicating the Holineſs of God, and ſatisfying 
i» Ie Jultice of God, that ſo theſe and the like inju- 
Attributes of the Divine Majeſty may not ſtand 
n the Way; for, while they do, there is no Ap- 
toaching unto God. 3. To break the Bar of Man's 
Fuural Enmity againſt God, other ways he that en- 
zees himſelf to approach unto God, cannot bring 
y Ws to God with him. | 
Theſe Things being premiſed, we may the more 
ly ſee what is the Work that the Lord Jeſus en- 
aged his Heart unto, in approaching unto God : 
e comes to God in our Room, who could not 
pproach in our ownPerlons: It is below the Majeſty 
a great King, to treat and tranſact immediately 
th a guilty Rebel and Traitor; and fo it is be- 


nediately with wretched Sinners: And who then 
11] approach? Therefore he tranſacts immediate» 
ly with Chriſt, a Perſon of equal Dignity with 
himſelf as to his Divine Nature, and a Perſon able 
o break all theſe Bars, and ſo make an open Door 


deemed at his Back, to approach unto God as their 


to FEternal Reſt and Happineſs : And all this he does, 


of Aby fulfilling the broken Law; for he came to ful- 


5 hl all Righteouſneſs, by 2 God's injured 


Ferfections, inſomuch that is well pleaſed 
for his Righteouſneſs-ſake; and by defiraying 
Man's natural Enmity, inſomuch that t 
E reconciled to God by the Death of his Son, 


I SD IS — . —— — w—_ — G _”—_—  —- -.— Do 
— 


— —— —— 


bw the Majeſty of the great God, to tranſact im- 


for himſelf as Redeemer, and then for all the Re- 


hey are 
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the Las. He engaged, even he who knew no Sin, 


Blood, to the Holy of Holics, that we inight bare 


TIP 
FCS) ) 
But, more particularly, I would ſhow here, (1 
What Engagements Chritt came under. (2.) Who 
Approach did he mike to God, under theſe e 
Zagements. (3.) Under wat Conſiderations . 
ve to view the God to whem he engages to oS* 
proach, - (g.) In what Station did he engage to a8" 
proach unto God. F irſt, What Engagement of 
Chriſt come under, when he engaged hitntelf to. 
proach unto this God? He eame under Engage 
about the whole Work of our: Redemption. An 
1/t, He engaged to put humſelf iin the Form of 4 
went, by taking on our Nature, and taking e 
Place in Law, that fo the Lawimight reach him 
the room of the guilty Sinner; otherways the L 
Curie due to us could never have reached hi 
Now, to this Engagement belong ſeveral Thing 
which I thall ſhortly deliver in ſo:many ſeriptu 
Expreſſions, He engaged to be made f a Mum 
made under the Law, to redtem them that were unit 


/ 


Je male Sin jor us, that ne mig he be made the Right 
onſncſg of God in him. And thus, 2dh, He engage 
- to latisfy, not only the Law, in all 11s Command 
and Demands, br allo all the 1njared Attribun 
of the Divine Maj:(ty, by bringing in Everlaſtin 
Righreoutneſs : He engaged 10 give himſelf 4 
erifice, and to give his Soul an Offering for Sin, a 
to give his Life a Ranſom for many: He engaged tt 
make Peace by theBliood of bis Groſs,and ſo to repair tb 
Breach berwixt God and Man, making Way by I 


Boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt by the Blood "f Jeſu 
by 4 new and living Way, conſecrate to us thro the Ful, 
that is t ſey, his Fleſh, that we tnight come again 
to God With full Aſſurance of Faith. And in order 
is — 0 


ere. 19 | 

9 ol this, 34% He engaged to redeem by Power: as 
heſe'ecll) as by Pnce, and 40 make 4 willing People in the 
ons I of: bis. Parey; and that, having bruiſed: the 
0 cad of the Serpent, and deitroyed the Works of 
to e Devil, he had bring forth his Priſoners out of the 
ne aff; wherein there was no Water ; He engaged to lead 
fo oriviiy captive, go tale the Prey from the Mighty, 
eine that the lanful ; Captive mig ht be delivered, Iſai. ix. 
Ang 25. and ſo to xeliare the loſt Image of God u- 
en Man, andato make them Partakers of the Di- 
ag ine Nature. Aud thus, 4%), He engaged not ons | 

im y to deſtroy Sin, and condemn it in the Fleſh, be- 


In ute it tended to deſtroy God's Law, to darken his 
1 bia Clory, and to ſtrike at his Being, as well as to ru- 
hineine the Siuner; hut allo, to deſtroy Death, and bring 
ptufLſe and Immorteliiq 10 Lig bt, He engaged, to come, 
mul ne might hats Life, and that we might have it 
* #ndt 

in, 


more. «bundantly : And im all theſe Chritt becomes 
ugaged to the Father, (or our Debt, for our Duty, 
gend for our Safpty, And as he became engaged to 
gage Cod for us, ſo he brœame engaged to, us for God z 
nal that having engaged to God for our Debt, we 
Wc. {boyld, be jultified; having engaged for ous 
Rin Duty, we ſhould. be ſanctified; and that having 
engaged for our, Safery,, we ſhould be glorified, and 
| aff fatcly brought tgchleanen, to be for ever, with the 
Lord. 1. He engaged for our Debt, that it ſhould 
be paid cvery Farthing, to the uttermoſt that the 
infinite Holinels of God could command in the 
ell Preceptiof the Law, and to the uttermoſt that the 
infinite Juſt ice of God could demand in the Threat- 
ning ol the Law; and lo be is able to fave to the 
uttermoſt, becauſe he ever lives to make Iiitereeſ- 
ſion, upon the Ground of that comp lete Payment 
r be made by e unes Neb, - Bui 

_— ; 2 her e 


fore God; this Ground he engaged to God fe 


and Holineſs for us, he engages, in his Promiſe d 


with exceeding Foy ; and that tho* we may be fome 


o 
here ſtands the Ground of our Juſtification M 


us to lay down, and upon this Ground he eng A 
ges to us that we ſhall be juſtified, ſaying, 15 
be merciful to their Unrizhteou ſneſs, their Sins i 
Ini quities will I remember no more. 2. He engage 
not only for our Debt, but for our Duty; har 
engaged to God to make a Purchaſe of all Gta 


us, to give ut the new Heart and the new Spirit, lt 
male us know the Lord, and to put his Spirit within ul 
and cauſe us 10 walk in his Statutes;toput his Fear in 0 | 
Hearts, that we ſhall not depart from bim; and «& 

| 


ſequently that we (hall not ſin the Sin unto Death 
nor live and die under the Power of Sin; and that 
Sin ſhall not have a final Dominion over ut; but thi 
the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chrift Feſus ſhall fre 
u, from the Law of Sin and Death, And in Conſ 
quence of theſe two Engagements for Debt and fot 
Duty, 3. He alſo engages for our Safety, laying to 
his Father, / give them eternal Li ſe, and they ſhall 1 
wer periſh; neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hani, 
Joh, x, 28, He engages to the Father, that of all that bt 
h pe hoſe nothing but ſhall raiſe it 0 
Again at the laſt Day; and that they Jhall all be ni 
Bim where he is, to behold bis Glory, And hene 
iſſue all the Promiſes wherein alſo he engages to th 
for God, ſuch as, that he will ſave us from falling, 
and preſent us faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glity 


times carried captive of our Enemies by Conſtraint, 
et that we ſhall overcome by the Blood of tit 
mb, and it with with him on his Throne, even tt 
be overcame, and is ſet down with bis Father on Ws 
Throne ; And that no- Croſs (hall come, but-what 
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e 
$4ha!l be for our Advantage in the End, whatever 
Wor the preſent it ſeem to be to our Senſe ; but that 
ll Things ſhall wort together for our Good who love 
him, and are the Called according to bis Purpoſe, 
all This leads to a Queſtion, Why, ſay you, who 
may expect a Share of this Engagement of Chriſt? - 
vin Does he engage in behalf of us all? I anſwer, In 
0 5 a Manner as concerns all that hear me Thar 
11166 he engaged in behalf of all that were given him of 
t, ¶ the Father; and that none of all that hear this G- 
pel may look upon themſelves as ſhut out, he ex- 
1 1 it thus, Jobn vi. 37. All that the Father 
h given me, ſhall come to me; and bim that com» 
ab te ne, I will in no wiſe cal out: And conſe- 
J quently he engages in behalf of all that ſhall not 
A exclude themſelves from the Benefit of this glorious 
Engagement by their final Unbelief, in rejecting 
this Chriſt, and refuſing to be ſaved on theſe Terms, 
which Chrift engaged to fulfil. And ſo the Door 
i open to you all, to put in for a full Share of all 
that Chrilf hath engaged to do; eſpecially if you 
think that your own perſonal Bonds and Engage- 
ments, Vows, Promiſes and Covenants, are not ſo 
good and ſutficient as Chriſt's perſonal Engagement 
in your room: Think you ſo, Man, Woman, Lals, 
Lad? O then, here is a good Bargain for you; 
You that have no Money to pay your Debt, no 
Grace to perform your Duty, no Strength to lecure 
np; Safety, O here is a Chriſt engaging to Gody 
or your Debt, your Duty and your Safety: O let 
your Heart ſay with Application, Amen, it is a 
Bargain for me; and if ſo, God hath before» 
and ſaid Amen, ſo let it be, In a Word, the 
Sum of Chriſt* 


Jury 
me- 
unt, 
the 
» Ut 
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hat 


dum 8 Engagement, that he came under 
in his Approach to God, was, to fulfil God's Law, 
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to vindicate his Holineſs, to ſatisfie bis Jas, r 
bear his Wrath in our toom, and to be made 8 
fox us, and ſo to be made a Curſe for us, * 
lat. Gal. iii. 13. He engaged to be made a Saen 
ice, a Ranſom, a Propitiation for us, and to be all 
that the Glory of God's Penfections in che. Matze 
of our Salvation required. Thus he engel tagy 
ſelf to approach to Gd. 
.. Secondly, What Approach did be wake to. , Gal 
under thele Engagements? In ſhaxrt,. a 3 Itiwas 
a Near Approach, by God's own-Allowapee, and 
Appointment, See the Context, / will cayfe bim i 
draw near, and he ſhall approach to me...” We behoved 
to. have ltood at an infinite Diſtance from God toall 
Eternity, had not Chrilt been, allowed! tg game 
near in our room. But behold, he made a near 
Approach under the Shadow of awful; Funn f 
bis, Father authorized him therein, and. "cauſed _h um 
to approach: God the Father is the. primary Caulg 
of our Salvation, I his Commandment, 107 Chrit 
have I received of y Father, John x. FRE lc is lus 
Father's Will thar he came to do, Pfal, xl, Be And 
ik how near Chriſt approaches t9-Gpd. . our rom 
under this Authority, Allowaugg,and-Confmand, 
1 who can tell among Men or Fa — For he, came 
4 fo near, as to lay his Hand u God) yea, to 
Br - take G04 and all. his glorious Fele bod, all his 
41 ſeemingly: jarriag Attributes in his Arnis, a8. if 
reer, and reconcile them one to arher, and bind 
17 them together with the Band of infinite, Amity 

_ and Harmony, to the higbeſt Glary. of each of them 
in the Matter of our Salvation: And hence, upon 
this near Approach it was laid, Alercy and Trub 
are met yogetber, Rig hteou(neſ's and Peace have — 
each uber, Tberelore, (2.) It Mas a Buld e 
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; 'Gad's own AﬀfiRance, as well as Near by ks Al- 
0 


watite. This is evident alſo in the Text, I vill 
taſe him to dram near; and, whois this that engaged 
his Heart to approach unto me? ſaith the Lor d. It 
was à bold and couragious App indeed ; but 
it was by his Father's Help and Afſiftanee, 1/a. 1, 2. 
The Lord God will help me, therefore ſhall 1 not be 
confounded ; yea, thereſiwe have 1 ſet miy Face like 4 
Flint, It was fuch'a bold Adventure, as none 
could have made but himlelf. And yet (3.) It 
was an Humble Approach: For, tho' he was in the 
mi rom of God, and thought it, no Robbery to be 
* equal wih God, yet he bum bled himſelf, and took 


wed upon him the Form of a Servant, Philip. 11.8, He 


0 al became his Father's tumble Servant in the Work of 
MY our Redemption; Behold my Servant whom I up hold. 
He ſerved hitn in a State of Humiliation, from the 
i Time of bis Incarnation to the Time of his Exal- 


cit his humble Service to God for our Sake, and his 
nie M bumble Service to us for God's Sake, ſtooping down 
If to waſh our Feet, to waſh our Hearts, to wafh 
= eur Conſciences, to waſh our Souls in his own, 
On, Blood, ſaying, .If I waſh thee not, thou haſt no: Part 


od, Nl; me. His Approach to God was an humble and 


ane and reverential Approach, with holy filial Fear and 
hi Regard of his Father; therefore it is ſaid, Heb. v. 
5.7. chat in the Days of bis Fleſh, he offered up Prayers 


wy Þ:ard in that he ferred, How humbly did he cry 
lh to his Father in the Garden, when he ſaid, Father, 
if it be thy Will, let this Cup paſs from me; nevert be- 

* leſs, not my Will, but thine be done: Now i So N 
10 troubled, and what fall Ih? Father, ſave me 12 
ke & | 1017 


tation. He was meek and lowly while he offered 


13 NN «nd Sipplications, with ffrong Crying and Tears, to + 
ind I bi, that mas able to ſave him from Death, and was, * 
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this Hour ; but for this Cauſe came 1 to this Four 
Father, glorifie thy Name. It was in the ſaddef 
Earneſt, and deepeſt Humility, that he approached 
to his Father in this Work. (4.) It was a Solemy 
Approach. Who is this that engaged his Heart tg 
approach to me? It is I. ſays Chriſt ; and he fayg 
it with a Solemnity, Lo I come, Plal. xl, 7. Lol 
come, in the Volume of thy Book it is written of 
me, 1 delight to do thy Will, O my God. Lal 
come; as if he had ſaid, Let Heaven and Earth be 
Witneſſes to this Approach of mine; let Crod and 
all. the Creatures of God atteſt it; for I am not 
aſhamed of this Work which the Father hath given 
me to do. Lo I come. Other Characters of this 
Approach may fall in upon the next general Head; 
Therefore I go to the next Particular here premiled, 
which will alſo further illuſtrate the Nature of this 
Approach. j 
Thirdly, Under what Conſideration are we to 
view the God to whom he approached ? Who is 
this that engaged his Heart to approach unto ME? 
What ME ? It is to ME, ſays Jebovab. And 
here we would conſider the God to whom he ap 
proached in our room, in theſe following Reſpech 
I.) He engaged to approach unto God as an ah 
e God. Chriſt the Second Perſon of the adorable 
Trinity perſonally conſidered, engaged in our Name 
to approach to God, Father, Son and Hely Ghoft 
eſſentially conſidered, to approach to the Throne of 
Infinite Majeſty, We have to do with a God 10 
Chriſt, in all our Approaches; and may not ap- 
proach to a God out of Chriſt, otherwiſe we would 
be confounded : But Chriſt had to do with a God 
by bimſelf. Chriſt is Mediator betwixt God and 
Wing but there was 00 Madigcor eee 
2 33 9 ; 
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od himſelf immediately, that we thro his Medi- 
ation might have Acceſs to God, It was a Saying 
of Lather's, Nolo Deum abſolutum, Lord deliver me 
from an abſolute God, a God out of Chriſt ; for as 
e is terrible to Sinners, ſo, in himſelf eonſidered, 
he dwells in Light to which nolldan can approach, 1Tim. 
vi. 16. But this inacceſſible Being is cheGod to whom 
Chriſt did approach, (2,) He engaged to approach 
unto God as a commanding God,commanding perteR 
bedience according to the Tenor of the ro dans 
of Works, commanding perfect Obedience in Man's 
own Perſon as the Condition of Life: And now, 
this ſeeing, in the Covenant of Grace, a Change of 
Perſons 1s allowed, but no Change of the Terms 
led Wer Conditions, but that our holy God will (ill be 
thus acommanding God, Chriſt accepts of the Terms, 
and engages to fulfil the Condition of Life, be the 
Command what it will. Lo I come to do thy Will. 
Father, what is thy Command ? I come to thee as 
a commanding God, a Law-giver, to obey th 
Law ; yea, thy Lay is within my Heart; or, as it © 
is in the Hebrew, it is in the Midf of my Bomell. 
None that had any Blemiſh was to approach or 
come near unto God, Lev. xxi. 21. If there had 
been any Blemiſh in the Perſon or Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, he could not have approached to an infi- 
nitely holy and commanding ; and his coming 
to God under this Conſideration, 1s juſt his coming 
under the Law, or under the Command 1n our 
Room. (z.) He engaged to approach unto God as 
a threatning God, threatning Death and Wrath to 
the Tranſgreſſors of his Command, and ſay ing, as 
Lev. x. 3. I will be ſanctiſied by all that approach or 

come nigh unto me; I will either be ſanctified bx 
them, ox ſanctified upon them; And thus be r 
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cia: Chric muſt approach, as well he cold, 8 M 


God to deal with, not only. as à Commander al 
Law:-giver requiring Obedience, but as a judge Id 
quiring Satisfaction when the Law is broken, Ie. 
approaches to God, not only as a God of fin 
| Holineſs, whoſe Command muſt be obeyed; Her 
as a God of infinite Juſtice, whoſe Threatning mii 
be execute: And therefore, he coming to God n 
the room of theſe that had broken the CommangſÞ! 
and incurred the Threatning, it mult follow haft 
(4.) He engaged to approach to God as any ag 
God, an offended Deity, and an Avenger of Blood 
-T he Lord laid on him the Iniquity of #s all ; and uin 
der this Load of Sin and Guilt he approaches to ti 
God, that was to take Vengeance upon Sin 1n tiff 
Perſon, and all the Vengeance that Sin deſervi 
He engaged to approach to God as a diſpleaſed ai 
incenſed God, that he nught pleaſe him by h 
Obed ience, and pacific him by his Satisfaction. H 
engaged to approach to that God, who is a conjof 
ming Fire to Sinners; and, taking their Sins alot 
With him, he goes in to the very Midſt of that d 
Arias Fire, which would have deyoured and de 
royed the Sinner himſelf eternally, that he might 
quench the Flame of that Fire with his Blood; 

e Was burnt to Death in the Cauſe, that we might 
mt burn for ever in Hell. What is Hell but the 
Fire of God's Wrath ? It is juſt God himſelf à 
a conſuming Fire, that is the Hell of Hell. Ita 
the lamentable Mone of a Man upon his Deatts 
bed once, We have ſome in this Life that will go to 
Quire for us, ſome that will. ſay Maſs for us, ſome that 
will plow for us, and ſome that will pray for us ; b 
O mhere is there one that will go to Hell for. as! 
But behold, here is one that engaged his Heart to 
approach to God as a conſuming Fire, and ſo to 


80 
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Id ta drink off the Cup of God's red- hot boiling 


o to Hell, and queneh the Fire of it for us; yea, 
engeance to the Bottom. For he engaged to ap- 
roach to God as a God of terrible Ma jeſty, being 
ontent that infinite Juſtice ſnould act upon him a 


Wragedy of Blood and Wounds, that our Salvation 


night be obtained without any Detriment to Di- 
ine Juſtice, and to the bigheſt Glory of all the 
ther Divine Perfections. When Chriſt approach- 
d to God as an abſolute God, he came near, as it 
ere, to the Seat of his Majeſty, to prefent himſelf: 
1 our room; when he approached to God as a 
mmanding God, he came near, as it were, to the 
ſhrone of his Holineſs, and there he was an obe- 


int Subject in our room; when he approaches to 


od as a threatning God, then he came near, as it 
rere, to his Bench of judgment, and there he was 
condemned Pannel at the Bar in our toom; and 
when he approached to God as an angry and offen- 


G, then he came near, as it wete, to the Tri- 


hunal of Juſtice, the fiery Tribunal of his Indig- 
ration, and there the Sentence was execute upon 


m, while he gave himſelf to incenſed Juſtice in 


dur room. Now, Chriſt having thus approached 

o God according to his Engagement, the God to 

whom he approached is ſo well pleated with this 
Approach of his, that now, by an Act paſt at the 
ſame Tribunal of Juſtice where he was ſolemnly 

condemned to Death in our room and ſtead, he is as 

lolemnly juſtified and ahlolved in our room; theres 

fore he is faid to be juſtified in the Spirit, 1 Tim. 

W, 16. and Chriſt himſelf ſays, He is near that ju- 
fifies me, Ila. I. 8. And therefore the Lord is well 
pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs-ſake : And when the 
Picic of Chriſt — 8 of Rightcouluels, he _ 
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demonſtrate this from that Argument, that Christin 
hath gone to his Father, ohn xvi. 10. And now 
the Approach that he makes to God, is to 
God whom he hath pleaſed and pacified in our b 
half, whoſe Majeſty he hath allayed, whoſe Con 
mand he hath fulfilled, whoſe Threatning he hath: 
ſuſtained, and whoſe Wrath he hath endured, andi 
for whoſe Loving-kindneſs he hath made a Vent 
and accordingly it is vented by an audible Voice 
from Heaven, ſaying, This is wy beloved Son | 
whom I am well pleaſed, Whatever Approach no 
It is that Chriſt makes unto God, as an Advocatgf 
at the Fathers Right-hand, it is in the Virtue and 
Value of that engaged Approach that I have 
tioned ; and fo it is now to a God whom he hath 
pleaſed and pacified : And whatever Approach wel 
make to Cod in him, it is to a God reconciled in 
Him, Rom. v: 10. Thus you ſee under what Con- 
ſidexations we are to view the God to whom Chrilt 
did engage to approach, and whe is this, &, 

Fourthiy, In what Station did he engage to aps 
proagh unto God. Why, 1. He engaged to aps 
proach unto God in the Station of a Surety ; theres 
fore he is called the Surety of the better Teſtament ? 
A Surety for God to us, that all that he hath pro 
miſed in his Word ſhall be made good ; for in bim 
are all the Promiſes Tea and Amen, and he is engas 
ged to ſee them accompliſhed : Alſo as a Surety: for 
us to God, having given his Hand to his Father, 
that all our Debt ſhould be paid, Chriſt ſays to his 
Father, in a manner, as Paul ſaid to Philemon con- 
concerning One ſimus, Philem. 18, 19, If be hath 
wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine 
Account; 1 Paul have written it with mine own Handy 


{ will reps in, Sg lays Chriſt, Sings cheſe poor Sin. 
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nowſhnd owe thee an infinite Sum, a Debt of Obedience 
| Satisfaction, put it on mine Account ; I Jeſus. 
we Writ ten it with mine own Hand, I will repay 
t: I give my Bond for it, ſubſcribed with my{own 
and; Lo I come to do it, in the Volume of thy 
book it is written of me, And indeed he is a Sure- 
that gets all the Debt to pay, and all the Duty 
perform for the Debtor and Dyvor. 2. He en- 
aged to approach to God in the Station of a Me- 
ator, therefore called the Mediator of the new C- 
eras; : He is ſent of God to negotiate a Peace be- 
wixt God and Man; and accordingly he is our 
face, and travels betwixt the Parties in order to 
heir Reconciliation. He is a Repairer of Breac hes, 
and a Reftorer of that which be took not away, Pal. 
kix. 4. For, as Mediator, he reſtores that Glory to 
od which he took not away; that Obedience to 
he Law which he took not away; that Holineſs 
to Man which he took not away; that Beauty and 
Order to the World which he took not away; 
that Agreement and Concord betwixt Heaven and 
Earth, betwixt Man and Man, which he took not 
way. 3. He engaged himſelf to approach unto 
God in the Station of an Ambaſſador, to ſerve him 
bin in that Station; and henee he is ſo frequently cal 
kd the Sent of God, Cbriſt magnifies his Office as 
being the Sent of God, John iv. 34. Ay Meat is to 
40 the Will of him that ſent me, and to finiſh bis Work, 
John v. 30. J ſeek not mine own Will, but the Will of 
the Father which hath ſent me. Chriſt magnifies the 


i 


Faith that believes on him as the Sent of God ; This 
is the Work of God, that ye believe on bins whom he 
Math ſent, Yea, I haye obſerved, that Chriſt is 


Ipoken of, as the Sent of God, betwixt 49 and 30 
es” Tunes 
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* the. Father. ſealed. 4. He engaged to approach g 


and as Righteous as God would have him to be, ty 


A s˖ervyant whom God glories in; Be hold my Servant, 
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Times in that one Goſpel axcording to 70h ih 
is ſent as the Father's Ambaſſadpr, with the Father, 


Seal, appended. to his Commiſſion ;, Him hah G 


God. in the Station of a mean Servant; for he mad 
himſelt of no Reputation, and togk upon him the 
Form of a Servant; Vet a faithful Servant, faithful 
in all bis Houſe ; a Servant according to God's Heart 


bis Knowledge ſhall my Rig hteous Servant juſtify mam 


&c, I might here ſhow you how he engaged to ap-: 
proach to God in the Station of a Prophet, Priett, 
and King; a Witneſs, Leader, and Commander, 
Iſa. lv. 4. But, what I have faid, is fſufhelent t 
give us ſome. View of the Nature gf the Work he 
engaged himſelt to, in approaching to God, There 
fore I come to . 
The Third general Head propoſed, which was. 
to. ſpeak of the Singularity of the Fact, — i 


ted in the Expreſſion, Who is this that engaged 
Heart to approach unto me? Now, that this was 
ſingular Engagment, will appear, both from the 
Matter and the Manner. Fr, Conſider the Mar 
ter of this Engagement, and we will ſee the Singh 
larity of it, if we notice the Myſteries that ly in the 
Boſom of this Engagement; particularly theſe Six 
1f Myltery in this Engagement is, That herein we 
may tee the Glory of the Eternal God. vailed with 
Fleth,and dwelling in a Tabernacle of Clay; With- 
out Controverſy great is the Myſtery. of Godlineſs, Gu 
manifeſted in the Fleſh, To ſee the Sun in the Firmas 
ment converted to a Clod of Dutt, or the higheſt d 
raph in Heaven to a erawling Worm, had been but 
a {mall Matter if compared with this, Hepren 0k 
> 7 
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Meth, Timeand Eternity, Finite and Infinite to 
- W-ccher in one Perſon 3: Here is the Ancient of Days 
coming a young Child, To ½ 4 Child is born: 
Here is the (Everlaſting Fountain of joy becoming 
Wl Man of Sorrow and acquainted with Grief : Here 18 
the greateſt Beauty of Heaven and Earth with his 
Viſage marr'd more than any Man, and his Form than 
he Sons of Men: Here is the Creator of the World, 
whom the Earth and its Fulneſs belong, yet de- 
trite of Houſe and Hold; the Foxes have Holes, 
ind the Birds of the” Air Neſts, Cc. 24 Myſtery 
rapt up in this Engagment, is, That here we may 
ke the Glorious Lawgiver, whoſe Will is a Law to 
Men and Angels, ſubjecting himſelf to his own Law, 
"Wind that in the room of Rebels, that had violated 
s Law, and contemned his Authority; for he was 
ude of a Moman, made under the Lam, to redeens 
Vim thee were under the Lav. 34 Mytlery here to 
e ſcen is, that which might make us fall aſwoon 
ich Wonder arid Amazement, that the bleſſed God 
bowld in a N d curſed Sinner, that 
urled Sinners might be bleſſed in him: Behold: the 
fer bleſſed God becoming a Curſe, Gal. iii. 13. 
Wind tobe made a Curſe, is a ſtronger Word yet than 
"Wiirſed. Behold the ever holy God becoming Sin, 
Cor, v. laſt; and to be made Sin, is a ſtronger 
ord yet, than to be a Sinner, He became a Sin- 
ttt by Imputation,even he who knew nò Sin, that 
e might be the Righteouſneſs of God in him. He 
ut his Name in. our Bond, and wrote down him- 
Ut the Sinner, that our Names might be put in his 
bond, and we might be Righteous through bis 
liehteotiſctls. But for the Bleſſed God to become 
Curſe, and the Holy God to beccbe Sin, More 
wn if all the Angels in Heaven ſhould — 
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vils. Is there not ſomewhat ſingular here? 
Myttery wrapt up in this Engagment, is, That her 
WM {ce the Creditor becoming Surety for the Debte 
and paying the Debt that was owing to himlſelh 
The Eternal Son of God was as much injure 
by our Sin as the Father was, and yet he engage 
to come and fatisfy his own Juſtice. 5b My 
here involved, is, In this Engagment we may (df 
the judge of all the Earth brought under Condenlllh 
nation; condemned by his own Father, whom lil 
never offended ; condemned by the Law, which H 
never broke; condemned by Sinners, whom he ea 
to ſave from Condemnation ; condemned to Dea 
tho? he be the Lord of Life, and hath the Keys 
Hell and Death in his Hand, and at his Girdl 
6th Myſtery to be ſeen in this Engagment, is, Th 
bere we may obſerve Juſtice raging againſt the In 
nocent, and abſolving the Guilty, and yet withe 
any Iniquity or Injuſtice; a God of Love and a eo 
paſſionate Father torgetting, as it were, his Bow 
towards his only Son, and taking Pleature in hi 
Death; for it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him; andye 
receiving theſe into his Arms and Boſom, who hat 
violated his Law, and contemned his Authorit 
and grieved his Spirit, And, by chis Means, bei 
we ſee the Righteouſneſs of the Law fulfilled in theſ 
that had broken the Law, and never obeyed one 
its Preepts, Here we may ſee the poor guilty Sit 
ner, that ſtands condemned by the Law, conden 
ed by Juſtice, condemned by Conſcience, yer pu 
in Caſe to challenge the whole World to lay an 
thing to his Charge, Rom. viii. 33. By this Mea 
alſo we ſee the Debt paid and yer pardoned, 
Guilt of the Sinner puniſhed and yet forgiven. Ii 
a Word, chere was this ſingular in it, chat be d 
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Debtofig. of anyichmg in allthe World, Ged is molt diſs 
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= 


urnſelnouretl-; and yet᷑ chere ig nothing by which Got 
nJureGhings ereater Glory to himielf, chan by, the Fall of 


gageFWan : Upon theſe Ruines Mercy ſhall be built up for 
Aylterher, fays God; and Mercy, magnified/toabe _bighs 


— ina Way wherein Juſlice is ſatisfied ta the ut- 


enWolt ;- Sin being cohdemned. by a- Sacrifice; Life 
om Iight by a Death, hud the Gates of Heaten opened 
neh bl Cxols. | | The; My ſteries contained in this En- 
e canÞement thew '1t:.to be ſingular: And thus the 


eys ¶ Nit ob the. Fact | 


. Confider the | Adermer of it, and bere the Sin- 


 ThaWlarity thereof will ſurther appear: How did he 


thou that would or od engage to do this, but he. 
e People there was nont with me; among all the Creas 


ir cading; the YVine-prefs' of the Fathers Wrath, 
6. ſaw that there Int N and wondred that 
re was n Tnterge far ; _ therefore bis onn Arm 

0.5 Salvation, au his Righteouſneſs it ſuſtainel 
n, AA. lixe u 2.) He engaged fully to do all, | 
dlufkr' all, to. purchaſe all, to apply all and to be 
in all; he engaged not only do, but to 
lffer, 1 Pet. iii. 18. Chriſt hat lb nee ſuffered for 

Ja, che juſt for the Unjuſi, that he might bring us ta 
od; not. only to ſuſſer, but ton dit, sand to die 


yen him of the Father ; and not enhy to die ibu 
Veontinue fot -a Time under the Power) of Deaths 
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AWE. PA cntatithe greateſt 


Dean Matter of the Engagment diſcovers the dingu- 


4. Kili. 3. J hat trolle the Mine- preſs alone, ami f 
1s of God, there Wes mobe to take part with him 


or: Enemies, Rebels and Traitors, ſuch as Were 
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he: ve 1 and eould 1 . Lo 8 
a Was ye alelt; ey | 


— 


* 
* * 
& 
, * ＋ 
—— 2 — 2. 
- 
* - A — » > 
— 5 3 - — ad 
* 
a= 5 * — — 
* 
S * 


* 9 


ſtaner df Time have riſen up from the Grard 
he was laid into. (3.) He engaged frreiy; his N 
ther's cauſing him to/ approach, did not hindi 
the Freedom of his Engagement ; for, as God, 
and bis Father are one, and have but one "Dividf 
Will; and, as Man, his Will is ſweetly ſubject i 
the Divine Will. He engaged fo freely, that the 
was nothing in us that could move him but 
{ery ; there was none of us that could deſire thi 
to do it, he engaged before we had a Being: The 
was none ih Heaven or Earth that could compelhi 
to it; and there was nothing that he had to expe 
from us ſor his Pains, we couſd never reward hi 
for his Work: And all that we ſhall do to Eten 
ty, is only, thro his Grace, to bleſs him for what 
hath done. (4.) He engaged firmly, and that both 
point of Conftancy and Courage. In point of "(li 
rage, he engaged in the Work couragiouſly, tho)! 
bad juſtice, and Wrath, and Hell, and Heaven, 
all on his Top, yea, and poor Man allo, for M 
he engaged; vet how couragiouſſy did he goth 
with his Work, ſo firmly, as not to be moved wil 
Diſcouragements ? He went and fet his Face up. 
Jeruſalem, where he was to be erueiſied; and , 
fee wherewith he encourageth himſelf, Pſal. v1! 
compared with Acts, ii. 25. Becauſe the Lord 4 
my right Hand, I ſhall not be moved; God's H 
was upon the Mun of bis right Hand, upon the Sh 
Man whom he made ſtrong PE himjelf, and. therefor 
the rig ht Hand of the Lord did valiantiy; the rig! 
Hund of the Lord was exalted, the right Hand of 
Lord did valiantly; He engaged firmly in Point 
Courage, and alſo in Point of Conſtancy; he mer 
tdok his Word again, but ſtood to the | 
Neither Fear of the Wrath of his Father, not SW 
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ear Falls and Retapſes of his People,” could make 
king m alter g he foxcfawy all their Relapſes into Sin, 
30d, Krone Renee Yoon it nqt move him 
Diyig@ break the Bargain; thergfore, return ye bart ſliding 
bie 9c, I will beal your Backſlidings, Jer. iii. 22. yea, 
it chellf vi) beat your Backſliding ani love you freely. Hoſ, xiv. 4. 


ar our Inconſtancy, mighe he y, hall not make me in- 


re n enſtant too; he hates ꝓutting away, and continues, 
Love. (.) He engaged timeouſh and ſpeedily ; 
e did not r, for the Matter could not admit 
rfl Delay; When our Neck was on the Block, 

Wand the-Ax of Divine Judgment coming down, 


Hold, hold thy Hand. What, might God ſay, Wi 


ener is the Motion made to him, than preſently 
was on Fire of. Love to be thus imploy d and 


-Mubfitute in our Room as a Sacrifice, Lo I come; | 
he ſpeaks like one ready to run. When the Plague + 


p Mas begun, doſes commands Aaren to go quickly 
Noto the Congregation to make an Atonement, Num. 
Wii. 46. The Sentence of Divine Wrath, which is a 


Branch of the Singularity of it, expreſly mentioned 

„In the Text; therefore let us eſpecially take notice 
i of this, He engaged bis Heart to approach. He en- 
wlll gaged his Heart, that is, not only did he engage for 
bis Soul, as ſome underttand it, that his Soul ſhould 
be an Offering for Sin, but alſo, he eng gad. his Heart, 
any ft is, be engaged willingly" 5 and 10 it Was Wh 


— 


it were, to give the fatal Stroke, he cries 1 W N 
u come and be a Sactifiee in their Room? No 


e emible Plague, was gone out; and therefore Chriſt 
does ſpeedily engage to make the Atonement, And 
ſo (6.) He engaged Heartily, he engaged his Heart to 
approach unto God, This being the main Particu- 
lr, with reſpect to the Manner of the Fact, or that 
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a thonſand Gpod- wills : I» Peome, Pathdrogi! 
Will is my Wm. He engagetPhis Hearr, That 
he'cngaged-cordially, cheerfully and afiz&tidnats 
J delig ht to do #by Will; 'O'y*Ovd W ll 
that Chriſt had fad Heat to quit for awhile 
Joy and Pleaſute"thar he bad in! Herve W 
what was the Matter? Von ſee it, Pro] 
nad fo much Pleaſure ahilSHzs faction itithe We 
he bad engaged in, thät 1s f; Hit Dell ghet 
with the Sons of Meg, rejafeii 4 tbe habitblef 
of his Earth, even the Places here his ſiok | 
tients lay, It was not“ for any Pleafure rhat| 
took in habitable Places; nay, it was not Plates h 
Perſons in ſuch & ſuch a Place: Some of my ſiekh 
tients ly in this Corner of the World, & ſome ofthe 
in that Corner; ſome of them ly among the Ilk 
and uttermoſt Parts of the Earth; ſome of t 
ly in yonder Iſle of Britain, ſome of them in Sa 
land; and, may I not ſay, ſome of them ly in N 
and fome of them in Dunfermline? He reppieel 
the habitable Places of the Earth, where be k 
ſick Patients to viſit and heal; his Delights we 
with the Sons of Men: For his Heart-was-ehgalt 
in his Work, he heartily conſented- to it from 
Eternity, And tho' Eternity eannot he divided ii 
to Parts, yer, to ſpeak after the Manner of our Ca 
ception, he tpent the reſt ot that Eternity in tt) 
cine in the Thoughts of it. > 1493 / "ol 
But more particularly, that his Heart was engat 
ed, will appear, if you conſider, 1. That not vn 
did he give his hearty Confent from all Eternig 
but fo ſoon as ever he had oreated the World by N 
Almighty Arm, then preſently he falls about ta, 
Work and Buſineſs: For he was flain from t 
Foundation of the World. It is true, he game nt 


perſonally for the Space of about 4000 Years fion 
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meg of of Wee tho he ey 


| L oe 1. vet. he came Proxy; The infinite: Wil- 


bm of 'God thought bt Fee P Matters ld Mur 
many: 2 eiffer wess ſent to be à Shadow of 'this 
pod Thing that was to tomie, and mahy a Servant 
nd -he-ſend:r6:affure them that he was a coming. 


Nared Or ri Stage of this Barth; He ffewedz in 
whole Curie of ns Lifez Hbw much his Heart wis 
ogagedumehis: Mediatorisliwok. When-be wWäs 
e 2 Child; ad His: Passhirs 186 Him, and 'fobfid 

him in the Temple,“ aid began ta chide wih him; 
Whats Chrilt, Lale li. 8 — 


ef? Never did a hungry Man deligiie more in 
Mat, than Chriſt delight be ip the Work of our 
Redemption: It was his Meat: and - Drink to do 


ois engaged in the Work? apptins from. his Seal 
Wiicain(t every Thing that "had" a Tendenoy-. to 
h hinder his going on to the Hardeſt and gelt 
e art of his Work. What can be more en 
of a Heart engaged in the Work, than that Paflage 
you have, 'Matth; xvi; 23. I here Peter begamto * 
buke Chrilt, when he fake bf his Suffering; 
it far: from 't hee, Lid. One Mould/ think, chat 
Chritt:would have taken this in good path and 
that it was Love in Peter: But we'hever'teatthar 
Chriſt took any Thing fo ill. He tum d bolt Me 
'a Man in rhe” . Paſſion} and ſays Ghee 
behind me, Satan ; Never Was ſueb a Ward bernd 
from the Mouth of Chtiſt, and that ſpoken to a 
| _ It is Peter's Voice, but the Devil Haaptuned 
; What would become of an Elect World, if I 


„ Wheo'the Fulnefs of Time was come, that he ap- 


ſou2bt meg wiſf 4 not itt m6 Fathers | 


60 the, Will of him. That fetit him! . 7 That his tate 


Gould: Hop l e? Get thee behind me, Satan. His 
ere me, Data * | 
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Late xix. 18. He ment before aſcendin up. to Jery 
lem, as a Child that is going wich hi Joſe 


_ {glrified in bim: He reckoned t Work done, be 


he brake off;. as it were, in the midſt of bis Sermon 
Preaching was moſt 
hold he breaks off; and goes out, that he — be 
taken and erueified, that the Occaſion 2 
be -flipt, | And then he does not ſtay til 

: where: 7d and his Ban 


- Feſus of Nazareth, he anſwers, I am be, Joh. xvii, 
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3 was engaged: to al Work. 4. It appuyi 
from his longi 2 the Debt lich he had en 
gaged to be bave 4 Bapiiſ ſm to be baptized will 
and hom am 1 fraitned until it be accumpliſbed? 
-longed to be plunged over Head and Ears, as of; 
weile, in the Ocean of Divine Wrath; and or 
it came near to the Time of his Death, it is 'tioted, 


is Friends u 
a Place Where he deſiteß to be, runs out before 
as being fond to he forward; 10 Chriſt went before 
and all the Way he was talking of it to them; az 
we 55 to: talk of what we pant after: Yea, when 

It cam near. to his Sufferin * he cannot forbear tel 
ling his Diſciples,” that with Deſire he defired 1 uti 
that Paſſover, wherein he ſaw as in a oh how hel 
was to ſuffer. And when Judas went forth to be. 
tray hien, he ſaid, What tba daf d quickly, John 
' xii. 37. and when he was gone, he rejoiced, an 

aid, Now is the Son of Man lorified, and God it 


.gaule-the Inſtrument that ſet all a- work was gone 
out. And, at the End of the 14th Chapter of Jobs 


and -ſay$,; Ariſe let us go bence. Of all Works 


eaſant to him; but be- 


found him out; No, he * forth to the Rae 
were, and offered him: 
ſelf a willing Sacrifice, When they ſaid, We ſeek 


Ib and. when Peter _ have reſcued him, be 
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given me to drink, hull 1 wot drink W# - 
ea, when he was beaten and buffeted, how did he 
ive bis Back to the Smiters, and hir Cheeks to them 
"Wt plucked off the Hair? He nat led as 4 Laub to the 
lang bter ; and 45 4 Sheep before his Shearers is dumb, 
he 8 not bis Mouth, Yea, when hanging 
Wn a Croſs, he had enough to-Provoke ſo great 9 15 
it to have reſeued himſelt, when they cried, Com 
own, and we will believe thee; If thbu canſt fave 
hy ſelf, we will belieye that thou canſt fave others: 
Way, ſay they, be r cannat © 
we, He might; like a have en down 
about their Ears; 


de Pillars of Heaven and Ea | 
hut he bears all patiently. And then, how hig 
cart was engaged, appears in the very lat AQ; 
e bowed his. Head, and cried our wala joy _ 
ful Heart, It is finiſhed; the Work which .my 
Father gave me to do, is finiſhed 3 the Work 
which 1 engaged my Heart unto, is finiſhed ; 
And ſo he gave up the Gholt, cbmmitting bis Spi- 
Int into his Father's Hand, as'a Pledge and Token 
that the Engagement was fulfilled. And now, of 
Work being accompliſhed, ſhall we not think that 
tis Heart Is as much engaged to the Work of Ree 
demption by Power, as it Was to the Work of Re- 
demption by Price > Yea, He hub entred into Hea- 
ven, now to appear in the Preſence of God for , tb, 
24. If, when ne were Enemies, we were re d to 
God by-the Death of bis Son; bow: much * 
ncoviled; ſhullge be fevel by Bir Life: He that was 
dead is alive, and-lives for evermore; and he ever 
lives to make Inxereeſſon for us. He lives to apply 
by the Power of his Spirit, what he purehaſed by 
the Price of his Blood. Thus voll ſer the Singula- 


6 tity of the Factʒ both as to the! Matter and Man- 
. * ner 
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n 
ger ori; 2 how his Heart was eng! td dd 
proach unto God: And ſo far is be-frem ruing the 
Bargain, that never a,xepenting Thought Was iy 
his Heart to this Day, with relpect. to the Whale 


of this Wark , | 3 » df! e. N. T AQUA 3 
' 4th Head, 
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The Fourth Thing propoſed, way 
to ie, the R:aſous of, the Dorin, why Clu 
dio {9 heartily come under this Engagement, tg 
ther with the Reafons of gur Faith about it ; 0, 
Why it is that Fehovah's Teſtimony is added it 
theſe Words, ſaith tbe Lord. .. Who.is this, Se. ſaith 
the Lord, Now, as to the firſſ of theſe, viz. the 
Reaſon why Chriſt did ſo cordially engage iiſithis 
Work; There are theſe Four Reaſons eſpecially that 
I would offer. 1f, He engaged his Heart, from 
Obedience to his Father's Command; 1 delight ig 
do thy Will, O. my God. God the Father chooſſd 
him to this Service; Behold my Servant whom 1 han 
choſen, mine Eleft, &c. and he authorized him in 
it, and cauſed him to approach. Thi: Ommand. 
ment hade 1 received of my Father, 2h, He engs- 
& bis Heart from Zeal to his Father's Glory. Id 
the whok Creation; of: Men and Angels had been 
offered up as a whole Burnt-offering, it would not 
have. repaired the Honour of God for one din 
whereby his Honour is impaired : But Chriſt's En- 
Fa is yr hat brings more Glory to God, than 

Fall? Mankind had ſtood, or yet fallen a Sacrifice 
to Divine Juftice ; therefore Chriſt, from a Zeal to 
bis Father's Glory, did come under this Engage- 
went; the Zeal of God's Houſe;;did eat him ug 
1 Engagement all the Attributes of God ar 


1 


excy to the utmoſt, and herein it is done mark 
than any other Way, John iii. 16, Gog ſo 1 ” 
. f , Ma, 


— 


* 
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Mrd, Ke. We may behold here the Height and 


> Ade epth, and Length and Breadth of the Love f 


od, in taking his Son out of his Boſom, where 
lay from Eternity, and giving him for us. He 
voked over all the Copies of his Love, Grace and 
cerey that he had written in all his former Works; 
ad found them ſhort of the Thing; therefore it 
bis Will to write his Love in Letters of Blood, 
oon him who is an infinite Spirit with himſelf : 
ad, that this may be done, he gives him a Body; 
bed halt thou given me, that this Body, this Hu- 
ne Nature, might be a Sacrifice for Sin. God 
hend a mind to ſet forth the Glory of his Juſtice to 
he utmolt, and by this Engagement it is done. 
Vhat tho“ the whole World were drowned in a 
cluge of Water, or, as Sodem, burnt to Aſhes? 
hat tho' all the Poſterity of Adam were doom'd 
Wo cvcrlaſting Burning? What tho every Spire of 
Hias or Atome of Duſt were a rational Creature, 
nd for Sin thrown into Hell? This would be in- 
leed an excellent Act of juſtice: Bure hat is all 
his to the juſtice execute upon Chriſt, when he 
ho. Wood in our Room? What are all other Judg- 
Nents to his bloody Sweat in the Garden, and his 
xpiring Grones upon a Croſs ? Here is the higheſt 
\t of Jultice imaginable, to make the Soul of his 
larly beloved Son an Offering for Sin, when im- 
puted to him. See Rom. Iii. 25, Here the awakned 
word of Jaltice is drunk to tull and complete Sa- 
tisfaction with the moſt Noble Blood that ever was 
ge- er could be. God had a mind to ſet forth his Ho- 
un nels to the utmoſt: Now the perfect Obedience 
ard ef- Men and Angels might fer forth bis Holineſs; 
nd but what is all this to the Obedience of the Son of 
ort Fvod, whoſe Obedience does indeed magnifie the 
ba V _ Law? 
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Le. Xxi. 14. Who among us ſhall daell with devur 


* 


2-3 -+ 


Law ? God's Law was never honoured, and þ 
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God had a mind to ſet forth his Power to the u 
moſt; and now the Arm of Omnipotency was u 
ſo much inanifeſted in laying the Foundation 
the Earth, and ſtretehing out the Heavens as a Cy 
tain, and turning the Wheels of Providence, as if 
bringing about the Salvation of Sinners by Chril ö 
the Power of God ſupporting Chriſt under H 
Load of Wrath, which would have cruth'd Tl 
thoufand Worlds. Pſal. Ixit. 11. Once han 
keard, yea twice, that Power belongeth to the Ly 
Once have I heard it in the Work of Creation an 
Providence, but far more gloriouſſy in the War 
of Redemption, wherein he ſpoiled Prineipaliti 
and Powers, bruiſed the Head of the Serpent, d 
ſtroyed the Works of the Devil, diſarmed Deal 
and knocked oft the Fetters of our ſpiritual Ci 
tivity. In a Word, God had a mind to ſet fon 
his Wiſdom to the utmoſt. Wiſdom ſhines eve 
Moment in the Work of Creation, it glitters ev: 
Day in the Work of Providence; but all the Tru 
ſures of Wiſdom are hid in Chriſt, Here is th 
Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, the manifold Wil 
dom of God; particularly in uniting the moſt d 

fant Extremes, the Divine and Humane Nature 

united in one Perſon, the Juſtice and Mercy 
God united in joint Harmony for the Salvation « 
Sinners, without robbing each other of their Right 
and fo God and Man united in an eternal Fellow 
{hip : Stubble is made to dwell with deyourns 
Fire, without being deſtroyed ; and Weaknels tc 
behold Glory, without being overwhelmed ; ye: 
Straw is made to dwell with everlaſting Burnings 


e = 

Fire? &. Why, even the Believer can dwell + * 
th a God of terrible Majeſty and infinite Juſtice, 

d dwell there with Satisfaction, and withour 
ard of being conſumed, becauſe of this Engage- 

ent of Chriſt, whereby Jaltice is infinitely ſatis- 
d. Thus, I ſay, God had a mind to ſet forth 
e Glory of his Perfections: Now, Zeal for this. - 4 
er tWlory of God engaged the Mediator's Heart to this 
bd IAVork. 2dly, He engaged his Heart, from a View: 
hav f his Father's Reward, Heb. xii. 2. For the Joys 
e Luft 315 ſet before him, be endured the Croſs, &c. and 
on ans i; ſer down at the Rizht-band of God, Heb. ii. 9. 
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Mais Father promiſed him, that, having drunk of 

palitabe Brook in the Way, he then ſhould lift up his 

2 cal ; and accordingly, he having humbled himſelf, 
alt 


Le. therefore God hath big hiy exalted him, Phil. ii. 
„ 9. In a Word, it was the Father's Promiſe to 
im, That, upon his making his Soul an Offering | 
| every Sin, he ſhould ſee his Seed, and ſee the Travel , Wl 
eye Soul and be ſatisfied : And therefore his Heart Mt 
as engaged to the Work. 4thly, He engaged his 
ert to this Work; Why? It was even out of 
WI Dre and Pity to loſt Sinners : He ſaw us helpleſs k 
nd hopeleſs, and lying in our Blood; and then 
cur Time was a Time of Love. Chriſt was drawn 
Wo this Work; But what was it that drew him 2 
on Eren a Cord of Love: Love brought him out of 
Heaven, and Love nailed him to a Croſs, and Love 
low lid him in a Grave, and Love made him rife again, 
nd mount up to Heaven to Agent our Cauſe, Ons _ 
bat Deſign came he to the World? It was a De- 
ſgn of Love. What Sickneſs died he of? He was 
even ſiek of Love, and died in Love. O ſhall not 
this Love beger Love, and engage our Hearts to 


him, whoſe Heart was engaged to this Work out 
3 9 


wy 


A1cience is grounded upon this Teſtimony. (2.) Ne 


44% )) 


of Love tous? In a Word, it was to engage He 


Heart of Sinners to him, and fo to make way fff! 
their approaching unto God in him. | 
Secondly, As to the Reaſon of our Faith, lh 
the laſt Word of the Text, It is built upon &: 
Thus ſaith the Lord; Who is this, &. ſaith cal 
Lord. There 8 JE HO V A H's Teſtimony; And 
why is this added? Why? (1.) Becaule nothing 
is more quieting to the Conſcience of a Sinn 
than the Teſtimony of a God concerning a Saviour 
God by his Holy Spirit in the Word teltifying off 
Chriſt ro the Conſcience, ſaying, This is »zy below 
Son in whem 1 am well pleaſed. True Peace of C 


thing is more ſecuring to the Soul; for God's Te 
ſtimony is our Security, Pſal. xix. 7. The Teftimay 
of the Lord is ſure, It is very ſure, Plal. xc, 
Here is Ground for the Aſſurance of Faith, the 
ſure Word and Teſtimony of a God that cannot 
lie. (2.) Nothing is more rcjoicing to the Heart, 
Pſal. xix. 8. & Pſal. K. 6. God hath ſpoken in hi 
Holineſs, I will rejoice ; Why? Nothing ſpeaks out 
more Love than this, when JEHOVAH fays the 
Word, as well as does the Work. The Soul cat 
not but rejoice when the Lord {peaks in to it; at 
leaſt, here is Ground of Joy unſpeakable, Fobn xv. 
11. Theſe Things bave I ſpoken to you, that my 79 
migbt remain in you, and that your Foy might be ful. 
(4.) Nothing is more ſilencing to Unbeliet than 
this: Why? Here is the very utmoſt Length that 
Unbelief can go; For, ſays the unbelieving Heart, 
It God would fay it, then I would believe it. 
Well, Thus ſaith the Lord comes in here, to ruine 
and ſilence your Unbelief. Here is the Reaſon of 


dur Faith; For you're to notice two Things in the 


Text ; 


"w 


n 9 
ert; the One is, the glorious Object of Faith, a4 
hriſt engaging himſelf in qur room: The Other 
« the convincing Keaſon of Faith; it comes with 
inh Thus ſaith the Lord. Now, in order to get our 
ith fixed, and brought to a full Aſſurance and 
Wcrtainty, We are not ſo much to look to the Ob- 
a of Faith, or the Ar be believed, as to 
ebe Rea ſon of Faith, and the Ground of it, name» 
„ God's Teſtimony, he ſays it: His Truth and 
eracity is at the Stake to give us Security; It is 
Je Great Word of the Great God. It is not the 


Je Fidelity of the Promiſer; nay, the greater the 
Promiſe is, the more will we doubt of it, unleſs 
Jbere be a Ground for believing it. If a Man of 
ndoubted Integrity come and tell you never fo 
reat Things that he is to do for you, and give to 
ou, the Greatneſs of the Things promiſed is not 
he Reaſon of your believing him; nay, the greater 
Jeart, Whey are, the — will you be from] believing: 
in ki uc the Reaſon of your Believing is, becauſe the 
s out Man is honeſt and able, and a Perſon of intire Cre» 
's the it, whom you can truſt. Even ſo it is here; 
can» Wherc is a great Thing propoſed to our Faith, That 
t ; at brit, the Sent of God, is engaged for our complete 
XV, Nalvation; and upon this Ground he promiſes in 
J e Context, 170 be your God, and ye ſhall be my Peo- 
full. ie. But, the greater it is, the further are we from 
than elieving it; and therefore we mult have a Reaſon 
that Wor our Faith: Well, it is here, the God of Truth 
cart, Ways it, and we are to take it upon the Teſtimony 


e it. tf the God that cannot lie. When Abrabam was 
wine trong in the Faith, and againſt Hope believed in 
n of Hope, was it the Greatneſs of the Promiſe that, 
| he Na ported his Faich, or the Reaſonableneſs of it? 
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neatneſs of a Promiſe that draws our Faith, but 
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No, no; his Body and Sarah's both were dead l 
But he conſidered the. Veracity and Ability of thelte 
God that promiſed, Rom. iv. 21. He was fully 
ſwaded that he that had promiſed was able to perform 
When Moſes was ſent to Iſrael in Egypt, to tell them 
that the ſer Time was come that they were to 
delivered from their Egyptian Thraldom and Bon. 
dage, and to be brought to a Land flowing with 
Milk and Hony ; | here is a great Promiſe : But Oe 
fays Moſes, How will they believe this? Why" 
fays God, Go tell them that I AM hath ſent you, 
even the God of Beings, that can give a Being to 
what I ſay. I was known to their Forefathers"by 
the Name, Lord God Almighty ; becauſe I did 
mightily for them, to wit, Abraham, Iſaac and 
Facob : And now I am come to accompliſh my 
Promiſe that I made to them anent their Seed; 
therefore I will be known now to them by the 
Name, I am that I am. I have all Beings in my 
felf from Eternity, and can give a Being to my 
Promiſe, Here is a good Ground for their Faith, 
If we look not to this Ground, the Greatnels of 
the Promiſe will over- ſet our Faith, while the Man 
ſays, O, it is too good News to be true! It is too 
great for me! and fo we reaſon our ſelves out of 
our Faich : Bur, O! fee who ſays it, and that it 
is the Word of JEHOVAH, and here is firm Foot: 
ing for your Faith, | 
-5th Head. sth Thing propoſed, is the Applies- 
tion of this Doctrine, in ſome Inferences. Is it io, 
that Chriſt, the Eternal Son of God, did thus cor- 
dially engage himſelf to approach unto God in the 
Work and Buſineſs of our Redemption? Then hence 
we may infer the following Particulars; We may": 
ſee, 1. the Greatneſs of our Ruine by Nature, 2 
_ 
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he fad Caſe that Mankind is in 3 that not one Ek 

ad l the Poſterity of Adam ean or dare approaeh un- 

J God, or come under Engagements for this End. 

"We we do, we engage our ſelves to what is impoſſt- 

e to perform, and we approach to a fiery Tribunal, 

here we are doom'd to Eternal Death, unleſs we 

ome under the Wings of this glorious Engager and 

\pproacher to God. This God will ſhew no Re- 

eard to any perſonal Bond or Engagement of ours:+ 

For our perſonal Credit 1s crackt and broken, not 

only originally in Adam, by the Violation of the 
ovenant of Works, but actually in our own Per- 

ſons: We never kept a word that we promiſed to 

God, we never kept our Engagements to God a 

Day to an End; and therefore God will not truſt 

ue. I'm far from diſallowing of perſona] Cove- 

nanting and Engaging, when it is put in its due 

Place, that is, after a Man hath once eloſed with 

Chriſt as the Principal Engager, and then vows thro? 

his Grace, and under the Covert of. his Engagement, 

from Gratitude, to ſerve the Lord, and walk in his 

Ways: But for all other Kinds of Engagements, let 

us know,thatGod will take none of our Bonds with 

out a Cautioner. And we are blind, if we do not fee 

that our Credit is crackt ; look to our National En- 

gagements, Covenant, and SOLEMN LEAGUE; 

and I rrow our National Credit is crackt and 

broken: Never a Nation was more ſolemnly enga- 

ged to God, and yet never any National Engage- 

ment was more ſolemnly broken and buried; the 

Credit of our Minifters and People, of our Nation 

rand Church, ſunk into the Depth of Defection, Di- 

hell viſion, Error, Security and carnal Compliances. | 

ce} And whereas our Forefathers tranſmitted to us ⁵ü 

ei Poltcricy, precious Truths, and pure * | 

ad = js ons 
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* © Cons of Faith, worthy of the Name of Reformen 
bow are we like to tranſmit to our Poſterity 
World of Traſh and Lumber, in ſtead. of preciou 
Treaſure? while, among other Things, old Refa 
. mation-Prineiples and Doctrines are like to be ei 
ried down to ſucceeding Generations after us, unda 
the Taſh of Wildneſs, New- Schemes, and Antinomi 
Cant. And as we ought to be humbled this D; 
for the Breach of our National Covenant and Solem 
League; ſo we may ſee what is neceſſary, in orde 
to the reviving of a covenanted Work of Reforma 
tion, and of our folema Engagements, even tha 
the Generation be brought to Acquaintance wid 
Chriſt, as the firſt and foremoſt Engager in tha 
Room; and then, that, under the acceptable Ce 
vert of his Engagement, they come under Oblig 
tions, thro' his Grace, to approach unto God, by. 
returning to Him and to their Duty, O that tha" 
Spirit of VViſdom and Revelation, in the Kno 
ledge of Chriſt, were poured: out for this End Nl. 
However, as our National Engagements are fad 
broken, ſo look to your Baptiſmal Engagements 
your Commumon-Engagements, and all your off 
ther particular Engagements to Duty; and ſee, that 
as our National, ſo our Perſonal Credit is crackt 
for an evil Heart of Unbeliet cauſes your DeparturF 
from the living God, every Hour of the Day. 
And this is ſuch an univerſal Diſeaſe, that there i 
not one of Adam's Race that God can now truſſ 
without a Cautioner, nor allow to approach to Hm 
without a Mids-man, - 8 
2dly, Hence ſee the glorious Excelleney of Chu 
and the Suffciency of this wonderful Engager for 
his People, in that he was able to approach to 1 
oftended God, and able td ſtand there in the Si 
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ers Stead, and to plead for their Good ; able fo 
and the Trial of infinite Holineſs and impartial 
atice, and where nothing was to be forgiven ; 
vas able to ſatisfy all that the Law and Juſtice 
zuld demand, and to finiſh every Thing that was 
eceſſary to be done, in Reference to Man's Salva- 
on and the Work of Redemption. O ſee his Glo- 
„ ſee his Glory! O glorious Engager, glorious 
nMpproacher ! Behold his Glory, and the Glory of 
hood in him! If you fee any Thing of this Glory 
0 captivate you, then the God who commanded 
icht to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath (hined in 
our Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge of 
1s Glory in the Face of Feſus Chriſt. 

34d %, Hence fee, what is the Goſpel-Way of a 
W'lioer's engaging to Duty, and approaching to 
od ; Why, it is juſt to take on with this Engager, 
o to engage under him; and to take on with this 
leſſed Approacher, and to approach to God inhim. 
1 th? old Covenant of Works, Man got a Stock of 
reated Grace in his own Hand; and if he miſpent 
hu Stock, and became Bankrupt, he was to anſwer 
or himſelf; he had no Surety or Cautioner to ſtaud 
p for him, or to pay his Debt, nor to approach to 
od for him: But the Covenant of Grace is bet- 
er ordered than ſo, and therefore called 4 better 
ſeftament, whereof Chriſt is Mediator, in whoſe 
ind the principal Stock is; and whatever ſmall 
leaſure of Grace Believers have beltowed upon them, 
et their Stock can never be ſpent, and they can ne- 
er break, or become liable to a Law-purſuit, for 
he Cautioner keeps them and cheir Stock both; 
nd he being the Engager, they may engage to do 
ny Thing, yea, all Things, upon his Score, I can 
? lf Tings obraoy Chef frengeaning wi? And 
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he being the leading Approacher to Cod, they mz 
approach to God with Boldneſs, when he goes h 
fore them; We have Boldneſs to enter into the Holie 
by the Blood of Jeſus. Here then 18 a Telt of tig 


Engagements; you cannot be truſted if you eng 


alone, you muſt match with one that can make ge 
your Engagements, In your common Affairs ind 
World, you know that no Man will take a Perfoy 
Bond or Engagement for a Sum of Money ; for E 
ample, if he know the Perſon to be a Dyvour, th 
can never make Payment, but rather is ay tak 
on more and more Debt ; But 1f that Perfon, be 
never ſo poor himſelf, will provide you a ſufficie 


Caurioner, that will give his Bond of Suretiſhip fas 


him, then yoh will accept of the Perſon's Bond u 
der this Cautionry ; becauſe tho' the Dyvo 
whom you have good Ground to ſuſpect, thou 


break the next Hour, and become utterly Inſolvenpll 


yet you are ſecure, becauſe you can. purſue the Ca 
rioner when you will, upon his Engagement at 
Bond of Suretiſhip. Well, juſt ſo it is here; po 
broken Dyvour that thou art, there is no trult 
of thy Bond or Engagement, God will not tr 
any of the Race of Adam, ſinee the Time that 
brake, when he violate his firſt Covenant-Engag 
ment. Nay, the Lord knows, you are ſo far fro 
being able to pay your Debt, that you're but ev 
Moment taking on more and more; but, be you nt 
ver ſo poor and inſolvent, if you once accept 
Chriſt for your Cautioner, then God will accept 
any Bond eff your Hand, that hath his Name 
the Engager in it; for, if you fail, your Caution 
is liable, and he is a rich and opulent Cautione 
ſponſable enough; and God ſeeks no better than 
Boud, tho you be never fo unable to pay; yea, 5 
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ough paid, when Chriſt is the Cautioner and En- 
ager accepted by you. He is ſecured of his Honour, 
Wbedicnce to his Law is ſecured, Satisfaction to his 
luitice is ſecured, Glory to all his Attributes is ſe- 
Mored; and herein lies the Triumph of Faith, o- 
ngaer all Charges and Challenges from the Law or 
 80ofRultice of God, Row viii. 33, 34. What is the 
charge ? Why, ſays the Law, you owe me a Debt 
Obedience; yea, ſays Juſtice, and you owe me 
ebc of Satisfaction, becauſe of your Diſobedrence ; 
ay, but ſays bold Faith, you may produce what 
harges you will, but there is a. Diſcharge to coun- 
erbalance it. If you had my ſingle perſonal Bond 
or Payment, then I confeſs I would be liable; but 
can elide any Law-purſuit againſt me, with the 
Defence of my Cautioner's full Payment in my 
Room, ſo if you have any thing further to ſay a- 
aint me, go to my Cautioner, who is engaged for 
all; he is able to anſwer all that you can ſay, and 
herefore let all Challengers and him {ſort the Mat- 
ter berwixt them. In a word, right Engagement is 
to engage upon Chriſt's Engagement. What is that? 
W!: is juit as it were, to lay a Wager upon Chrili's 
Head, F'Il wager upon his Head, that III win to 
Heaven, in Spite of all the Devils in Hell; III wa- 
Meer upon his Head, that the Head of the Serpent 
hall be bruiſed 3 I'Il wager upon his Head, that 
vin ſhall not have Dominion over me; Il wager 
upon his Head, that I (hall perform Duty, and do 
all things thro' him ſtrengthning me; III wager 
upon his Head, that my Sins ſhall be forgiven me, 
ss the Jews, you know, confeſſed their Sins upon rhe 
Head of the Sacrifice ſhadowing Chriſt; And what 
Was the Goſpel of it ? hy, when 1t was done = 
WE ( 


MATT, Hoes 
ckons himſelf ſecure, and that all ſhall be well e- * 
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the Faith of Chriſt the great Sacrifice, it was in Effes 
to ſay, I'll wager upon the Head of this Sacrifice; 
that as it is ſufficient for the Expration of my Sim 
fo all my Sins ſhall be pardoned upon thi 
Ground. What ſay you, Man? Will you venty 
all that concerns your Holineſs and Happineſ 
Grace and Glory, Duty and Dignity, will you ve 
ture all upon Chriſt £ Will you wager and engap 
upon his Head ? Then in God's Name you'ſhal 
win the Day. But here alſo is a Teſt of right Ay 
proaching to God in all Duties and Ordinance 
and at a Communion-Table ; why, it is juſt as 1 
were a coming to the Chamber of Divine Prelence 
ſo as to come in at Chriſt's Back, ſetting him befor 
you as the firſt Approacher to uſher you in; Ju- 
the Way, and no Man cometh to the Father but by mf 11 
It is to come to God in the Faith of Chriſt's havingf M. 
approached to him before you, and te come boldly 
never fearing that his infinite Holineſs (hall da 
Juch a filthy Sinner, nor that his infinite Jufh 
ſhall confound ſuch a guilty Sinner. Why, you 
Uther, that hath gone before you to the Prelence « 
this holy and juſt God, hath gratified his Holineſ 
and ſatisfy'd his Juſtice both, Here, I ſay, you {e 
the right Engaging and right Approaching, 
' athly, and Laftly, Paſling all other Inference 
that might be drawn from the Doctrine; Hence ſæ 
the Duty of all that hear this Goſpel, and what 
the Lord is calling you to this Day; it is even 


this, that your Heart be engaged to approach untoſ ve 

him, whole Heart was engaged to approach unto to 

God in your Room; that ſo, approaching heartily d. 

to Chriſt, you may approach confidently to God i to 

in him; for there is no Approaching to God but vi 

by raking Chriſt by the Way, O then, * 5 
| " 1322 ©». 


G.. S1 
N Hearts be engaged to approach unto Chriſt ; this 
leis the very Deligrr of all that we have been ſaying, 
lu eren to engage your Hearts to the Son of Gol! | 
hi And, O Sirs, what in all the World will engage 
un your Hearts, if the engaged Heart of Chriſt do rt 
el not > He is come here this Day to court your 
al Hearts; the very Heart of a Saviour is come down 
a to court the Heart of a Sinner, and to court you 
half wich this Argument, That his Heart is ſo much 
AM upon you, that he engaged his Heart to approach 
cen unto God in your Room. Away with the Devil's 
S if Logick, May be it was not for me that Chriſt engaged, 
cell nr for me that he approached to God; for there 1s 
for 4 ſelett Number, that were elected from Eternity, 
or whom be engaged and I In order to 
"YI (hut this Objection out of the Way, let me tell you, 
W Man, That ſecret Things belong to God, but to ns 
the Things that are revealed. Let an infinitely wiſe 
Cod antwer for his own Decrees, as well he can; 
but you dare not be anſwerable toGod for meddling 
with them; and you meddle too far, if che 
Thoughts thereof diſcourage you from coming to 
Chriſt this Day, Will it be a good Anſwer for 
A you, before the Bar of God? Lord, I thought, per- 
haps I was not elected, and therefofe my Heart 
could never be engaged to Chriſt, What Anſwer 


len can you expect from God, but the like of this, 


Wretch that thou art, had you not my revealed 
Will ro be a Rule of your Dury ? And did not I re- 
real, That upon the Peril of Damnation you was 
nog to cloſe with my Chriſt? And what had you to 
ih do with my ſecret Decree > How durſt you attempt 
ou to be wiſe above what is written? Who but the De- 
vil could ſuggeſt that to your Heart, that you was 
dot an Elect? And he was a Liar for laying ſo, tor | 


at * _ 
« * 7 <1 3 a a 4 a : 7 * F 
Fy OF 4 ) 
_— * 
8 * 


* 


5 
2 
">. 


R 54 

told you what he did not know himſelf, How does 
the Devil act herein like himſelf, while he would ca- 
ry you up to the Pinnacle of the Temple of eternal . 

Predeſtination at the firſt Inſtant, that you may I {# 
thence throw your ſelf down from the Battlement 
of Heaven to the Bottom of Hell, which was the 

way himſelf went, and he would have you along 
wich him? O, will you regard the ruining Sug- 
gelſtions of a black Devil, more than the kindly 
Motions of a Saviour? O, will you rather out- 
ſhoot the Devil in his own Bow, and draw an 
Argument for Faith from what was done from all 
Eternity, Tit. i. 2. Was eternal Life promiſed in 
Chriſt before the World began? was all engaged 
for from Eternity? Then there is the leſs ado for 
me, when this Promiſe af eternal Life comes dire- 
ted and oftered to me; for to you is the Mord of this 
Salvation ſent, that Chriſt hath engaged for all that 
concerns our Salvation; and we have nothing ado 
but, thro' Grace, to conſent that this Engager be 
ours, to do all for us. From all Eternity the Me- 
diator's Heart was engaged to the Work of our 

Redemption; and from this infinitely high and 
eternal Tower there are Ropes of Divine Promiſes 
hanging down, tor us to grip to with our Hearts: 
Fon the Promiſe is to us and to our Children, and 
to all that are afar off, And when our Hearts grip 


to any of thele Promiſes that are faſtned to Chrilt's WO "7 
engaged Heart, then our Hearts are carried up in 10 
t 


God's Order to the Knowledge of the Divine Coun- 
ſels, and go up the Seripturc-ſtair; while Satan 
would have us begin at the Top, that we may fall th 
down headlong. Now, among theſe Promiſes that 
are lt down from Chritt's engaged Heart, for us to 
to embrace with our Heart, there is one, Fer, xx, 
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3. 1 have loved thee with an everlaſting Love, there: 
fore with Loving-kindneſs will I draw thee, . O virs, 
here is a Cord of Love let down, and the upper 
End of it is faſtned to Chriſt's Heart, and the low- 
er End of it hanging down the Length of your 
Hearts: And, O, ſhall not Chrilt's Heart and 
yours be knit together this Day! Here is a Cord to 
bind his Heart to your Heart, and your Heart to 
his Heart. O ſtrong Cord of God's making! O 
ſhall not the Saviour's Heart and the Sinner's Heart 
meet together this Day? Will the Heart of a jeſus 
win no Heart in this Houſe to Day? Yea, we 
hope there ſhall be a Meeting of Hearts berwixe 
him and a Remnant here. O then, Sinner, come 
in to his Heart, for his Heart is open; and I have 
a Commiſſion to tell you, that his Heart is open 
to you, and opened ſo wide, that you may. all go 
in to his opened Heart, It is not a hard Heart like + 
yours; No, no: If he had been as hardned againſt 
you, as your Hearts were hardned againſt him, he 
1 W would never have engaged fo heartily to approach 
MW to God for you, nor ever ſent us to tell you his 
Heart's Love towards you. O believe it upon his 
Word, Fer. xxxi. 20. He is not hard-hearted ; no, 
his Heart is a melting Heart, ſaying, 1 do earneſtly 


remember you ſtill, my Bowels are troubled for you, [ 
will ſurely have Mercy on you : From the very Time 
chat I engaged for you, which was from all Eter= 
© nity, I do carneſtly remember you (till; and now 
ce Time of Love is come, the Time of letting out 
my Heart toward youz my Bowels are ſounding 
for you, and my Heart is melting over you, and 
warm Drops of Love are falling down from my 
melted Heart to your hard Hearts, that they may 
be melted and diſſolved, ſo as both mine and yours 
- 222 may 


=” % 


* = . 
. I 7 1 


'E: 567) 
may be melted into one, and being run together 
with the Fire of my everlaſting Love, they ma 
be engaged to each other for ever, O Sinner ! Sig 
ner! Sinner! O Enemies! Enemies to God, Ent 

mies to jeſus! O hard-hearted Sinner! Words andi 
Rods, and Calls and Threatnings, Sermons and 8. 
craments have not melted your Heart; and if ye 
g0 to Hell, the Flames of Hell will never melt your 
Heat: But here are the Flames of infinite Loye 
from dhe Heart of a God-Man ; what will this do? 
A God of Love is come down, and mult not the 
Mountains melt before him? Yea, Mountains off 
Enmity and Unbelief, and the hard flinty Heart 
will melt like Wax before him. A live Coal from 
the flaming Altar of Chriſt's engaged Heart, is? 
come down to put Fire to your coldrife Heart, OP! 
is the bleſſed Fire kindled yet? Is your Heart en-. 

* «.gagcd to him or not ? If not, will you conſider, 
Firſt, What a fad Thing it is, if your Heat 
ſhall not be engaged to approach unto him: It 
ſays, the Heart is engaged to ſome others than to 
Chriſt, that your Heart is engaged to Idols and i 
Luis, and you cannot find in your Heart to ſign Wl. 

a Bill of Divorce from theſe. But O, will you 
tell me, if your Heart be engaged to the Devil, en- 
gaged to the World, and engaged to the Fleſh and 
the Luſts thereof, and engaged to wicked Comps 
ny, and engaged to corrupt Courſes, and that you 
cannot be diſengaged from them, nor break theſe 
Engagements, nor your Covenant with Hell? O 
will any of theſe Lovers to whom your Hearts are 
engaged, will any of them engage to approach to 
God in your room, as Chriſt hath done? Will any 
of them engage to bring you to Heaven, or to keep 
you out of Hell? Nay, are they not cngaget tt 
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ether Ould your $ be engaged to your greatet 
ka 2 that would lead you to Deliraction ; and 

ot engaged to Chriſt, who engaged bis Heart to 
roach unto God for your Salvation d Re- 
ſemption? If your Hearts be not eigaged to 
hrilt, it ſays you re, at belt, married and engaged 
o the Law, you're going about to eſtabliſh a Righ- 
au dulneſs of your own, hoping to pleaſe God, and 
ocure Salvation to your felves by your Prayers 


he wicked Servant, that ſaid, Have Patience with 
we, and I pay thee all, You're not yet pleaſed to 
we one to Undertake: for all in your Room; and 
berekore O ſad is your State, for yon and under 
perſonal Obligation to pay all indeed: You're, 4 
Olof to do the whole Lam; and yet, becauſe of your 
en-(Failure, you're under Obligation to bear-the whole 
Hure of the Law. O terrible! It you ſtay there, 
art u muſt approach to the Tribunal of God in- 
teur own Perſon, O how will you approach to 

to Wood withour him! You'll find God out of Chriſt 
nd conſuming Fire, © ; 7 
gn 24h, Conſider how ſweet it is to have your 
on arts engaged ro him, whoſe Heart was engaged 
n- approach to God for you : Why ? He is before- 
id and with yon; his Heart was engaged to you be- 
a Wore ever yours were engaged to him, yea, from all 
u Trernity; and you may rejoice with Joy unſpeak- 
if 


e Jule and full of Glory. Tho' your Debt be "as 
O io great, he is engaged to pay it; tho'.your Shs be 
re Fever ſo bainous, he is engaged to pardon them; 
o cho your Corruptions be never ſo ſtrong, he is en- 
uged to ſubdue them; tho your Enemies be ne- 
e mighty, he is engaged ro conquęr them z and 
11 ä 11 5 3 tho } 
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lead you ſafe thro' the Valley of the Shadow 
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tho mit be never ſo precious in themſelye 1 

and unlikely to be accompliſhed to you, yet he MG; 
engaged to fulfil them; only, while you're he 
on this Side Fordan, he will accompliſh them in i. 
own Time, and in his own Meaſure, and accordin 
as your Need, your Work and his Glory. do af 
for it. Yea, he is engaged to perform all yo 
Work in you and for you, and to perfect Streng 
in your Weakneſs : He is engaged to guide you 
his Counſel, and bring you to his Glory, and: 


Death into /mmanyel's Land: He is engaged ft 
your Debt, your Duty, your Safety and all. ( 
what a Load-ſtone is this, to draw the Heart a 
engage the Affection of any rational Soul, to engay 
with one that engages for all that you need in Tin 
and Eternity. Why ſay you, But mult I engag 
to do nothing? O that old Covenant, Do audi 
Live, (ticks faſt with you: There, Man was engage 
to do all; but O Here, Chriſt is engaged to doe 
Why, Man, if you can do any Thing withou 
Chrilt, you may try your Hand; but why wi 
you give Chriſt the Lie, who ſays, Without me 
can do nothing? And if that be a Truth, O ho 
{weet is it to have a Heart engaged to him, thy 
has engaged to do all! You may know from yout 
Experience, how ſad a Thing it is to take any Part 
of the Engagement upon your ſelf alone, and a 
your own Head: For it never abides a Touch; and 
wy you break your Engagement, then youre 
quite diſpirited, as if the Covenant of Grace were 
broken; and thus you turn your Covenant of Du 
ties to God's Covenant of Grace, and ſo the Cov: 
nant of Grace to a Covenant of Works; and, in 


that Caſe, no wonder that you find the poſes 
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Je Bi and heavy Task-maſter. But the Coenen 
e Grace is Chriſt's engaging to do all: It is not a 
gain that God is making with you, for he will 
make a Bargain with the like of you, God 
cn. ws you're a Bargain-breaker ; but it is a Bargain 
de with Chriſt, wherein Chriſt hath engaged to 
God do all for you, becauſe you can do nothing: 
d now he courts your Heart to fall in with this 
rice of glorious and free Grace. | : 
zah. Conſider who it is that is courting your 
art, It is he to whom the Heart of God is en- 
ved, Be hold my Servant whom I uphold, mine Elect 
zbom my Soul delighteth, God's Heart was enga- 
| to Chriſt from Eternity, not only becauſe he 
s his Eternal Son, but alſo becauſe he engaged 
Heart to approach to him on your Account. 
d's Heart is ſo much engaged to him for that 
ry Reaſon, that he declares three Times, with an 
dible Voice from Heaven, This is my Beloved in 
w am well pleaſed ; and all that he ſeeks is that 
u be well pleaſed too. And O you're ill to pleaſe 
that which pleaſes God, will not pleaſe you; an 
ur Heart is ill fer, if it be not engaged to him to 
hom God's Heart 1s engaged. God the Father put 
Im upon this Work, out of Good-will to you; 
eaauſed him to approach on your Account.; and 
us pleaſed with his Engagement and Approa ch; 
id nothing in the World will pleaſe God fo much, 
rmake him take ſo much Pleaſure in you, as your 
is well pleaſed with Chriſt and his Underta- 
"2,1 as to find your Heart engaged to him for it: 
For then you'll pleaſe him more than ever your Sins 
Wilpleaſed him; and you'll honour him more than 
Nr your Sins diſhonoured him: Yea, then he will 
F © full Satisfaction for all your Sins ; becauſe that 
n H 2 glo- 
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Horo Engager, whim you cloſe with, hith h 
Iy contented his Heart; aid ſo you Carisfic } 
a more than your Eternal Damnation in te 
could do. O the Heart of God is engaged to hi 
and the Hearts of Angels are engaged to him, 2 
the Hearts of all the Redeemed are engaged. to hin 
O (hall all Hearts be engaged to him bur your 
O there would be Joy in Heaven, and it would 
a Day of the Gladneſs of Chrift's Heart, and 
would give a glad Heart to God, Angels and Saint 
If your Hearts were engaged to Chrilt. 
Ahh, Conſider whole Heart he is eourting: J. 
perhaps think, ſurely it will be. ſome very god 
Heart that will pleaſe him; indeed I know no 
that have a good Heart, by Nature ; and you th 
think you have a good Heart to God, do but d 
ccive your ſelves: But O he is even cotrting i 
Love of that Heart that is full of Enmity agai 
Him ; his Love is ſeeking to break your Enmityth 
Day. What for a Heart have you, Man, Wom 
Bc Kit fort of a Heart it will, he is ſeeking i it; 
Son, give me thy Heart. Is it a wicked Heart, ar 
a wandring Heart, an unbelieving Heart, a det 
ful Heart ? Is it the Heart of a Manaſſeh in Con 
pact with Satan? Is it the Heart of a Man Mi 
dalenè, out of whom were caſt ſeven Devils? | 
tlie worlt Heart in all the World, & the worlt Heat 
that cver was in the World, a hard Heart, a flo 
Heart, a ſtony Heart, a Heart full of Hell, and 
Heart like the Devil? It is even the Heart that 
is ſeeking and courting this Day: He engages t 
give you a neeãQ Heart and a new Spirit; and if yo 
ſign his En gagement with your Heart, ſayin 
Content, Lord; he will make your Heart to. 


Ning by Degrees, and your Heart (hall be accor 
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ing to his Hearts What, Tay you, is that poſſible; 
that he 1s courting ſuch a Heart as mine-? Would 
it not be Preſumption for ſuch an one as me, vile, 
filthy, black and ugly me, to lippen for ſo muchGood 
at the Hand of ſuch an One as Chriſt? What, 
Man ? when God calls, is it Preſumption in you to 
anſwer his Call ? No, it is the greateſt Preſumpti- 
on in the World to fit his Call, and refuſe his kind 
Embraces, When he offers to take you in to his very . 
Heart, When Chriſt offered to waſh Peter's, Feet, 
O did it not ill ſet him to ſay, Lord, thon ſhalt never 
waſh my Feet, Foh. xiii. 8. Be your Feet never fo 
foul, and your Heart be never fo black, you have 
the more need to let Chriſt waſh you, | 
5thly, Conſider, that the preſent Opportunity is 
a ſpecial Seaſon of letting out your Heart upon him, 
when he is coming ſo near to you in this Work. 
It is a dangerous Thing to miſs the Tide when it 
is flowing; ſome of your Friends and Neighbours 
are in Eternity, ſnice the laſt Communi6n, here ; 
and you may never hear another Action Sermon all 
your Life : And tho* you may hear other Sermons, 
yer it is but now and then that the Wind blows, 
and that the Spirit treathes'; and it is dangerous 
to reſiſt the Motions that would blow you in to 
the happy Harbour of Chritt's engaged Heart: If 
there be a Gale of Heaven juſt now blowing, yet 
it may be over before an Hour go about. O ſhall 
not your Heart be engaged unto Chriſt! What if 
Death approach to you, and ſnap the Threed of 


ycur Life in two? O you would be more miſerable 
than the Devil to all Eternity; for he never had 
ſuch an Offer as this. Death is approaching, 
Judgment 38 approaching, F i apmoaung 
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and yet your Heart not approaching to Chriſt; 
Wo is me, what will come of you! | 

6thly, Conſider, that Chriſt hath fulfilled his 


> 


Engagement to the Father for you, by bringing in 


Everlaſting Righteouſneſs 5; and God hath accepted 
it, and is well- pleaſed with it as the Condition of 


the Covenant, and all the Promiſes thereof: And, 


upon this Account, the Promiſe is made to you, 
as follows immediately upon the Text, I will be 
your God, and ye ſhall, be my People, I WILL, 
and ye SHALL, is the Tenor of the Promiſe; 
becauſe Chritt hath fulfilled the Condition of it, 
ſo as you have nothing to do, but to lay with the 
Heart, Thy Will be done. And if your Heart be en- 
gaged to him, and .made willing, the God who 
commends Chriſt ſo highly to you, in t Words 
of the Text, will turn it over to your Commenda- 
tion, ſaying, Who is this that engaged, &c.? Now, 
ſay not, that you want ſueh and ſuch Qualifica- 
tions and Conditions requiſite in theſe that give 
their Heart and Hand to the Son of God; if your 
Heart itand off from him on this Account, it argues 
a Heart in League with the Law as a Covenant of 
Works, which is but a black Bargain now, for 
any ol the fallen Race of Adam; but the better 
Teſtament is a better Bargain, where Chrut hath 
engaged for all fully, and you are only to take all 
freely; and never a good Qualification will you 
have acceptable to God, till your Heart be engaged 


to him whoſe Heart was engaged to give all, It 


your Heart be not thus engaged to Chrilt, to be o- 


| bliged and indebted to him for all, then, tho you 


had a thouſand Times moe Qualificat:ons than 
you would be at, yet you ſhall go to Hell with 
an, and par cremally ; Ang if your . 
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I. once engaged 10 Ehriſt, then. tho you bad Ten 
Thouſand good Qualfications, you'll; count them 
ie Mall but Dung, for the Excellency of the Know- 
; ledge of Chriſt, as Paul did. It is ſaid of the Cre- 
4 dicor, concerning his two Debtors, Late. vii. 42. 
Iten they had nat hing to pay, he frankly forgave 
d, %. all, So long as you think you have ſome- 
ching to pay your own Debt, or hope that you 
ze ball have ſomething to make Payment with, you're 
„ IJvot in God's Way of Forgiveneſs; but when you 
have nothing to pay, not a Peny in your Purſe, 
either to pay your Debt of Obedience and Satiſ- 
js haction to the Law as a Covenant, or your Debt 
of Duty to the -Law as a Rule, and are content to 
take a Cautioner,then he frankly forgives all. And 
ſo the beſt Qualification is fot you to ſee that you 
have nothing, no Money nor Money-worth, that 
you may be gbliged to Chriſt for all. 

What ſay you, Man? Is your Heart engaged to 
him? I think fo, may ſome ſay; but it may be 
only a Flaſh, becauſe I have a deceitful Heart, 
Why, Man, be your Heart never ſo deceitful, yet 
It there be ſuch a Heart-warming in your Breaſt 
s makes you ſubſcribe to his Engagement to do all 
for you, and to make you holy as well as bappy, and 
to free you from Sin as well as from Hell; if it be 
ſuch as makes you come out of your ſelf, ſaying, 
dare engage for not hing, but my Heart goes in to Chrift, 
4; engaging to God for all; Then, in God's great 
Name, I'll fay, it is a good Flaſh indeed, even a 
Flaſh of heavenly Fire, Yindled at Chriſt's warm 
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Heart towards you, which will never cool to E- 
ternity, tho* your Live- coal ſhould come under the 
Aſhes again, oo CY 


What 
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Hearts are not yet engaged to Chriſt? O many, 
many; but wo is me that there ſhould be any. G 
Drunkard, Swearer, Sabbath-breaker, Whoremonger, 


whom we cannot allow to come to a Communion- 
table; yer we allow you, yea God allows you and 
commands you, and we in his awful Name and 
Authority command you to come to Chrilt, and 
take a full Pardon of all your Sins, and ſubſcribe 
to Chriſt's whole Engagement; and you (hall have 
a Title not only to .the Communion-table below, 
but to the Communion- table above that ſhall never 
be drawn. Away, Man, away with all Objections 
againſt Chriſt; Let your Objections be Ten thou- 
land times more and greater than they are, there 18 
no Room for One of them here; for Chriſt's En- 
gagement to do all Things for you, anſwers all 
Difficulties to you : And therefore, be ye never 
ſuch an incarnate Devil, there is no Objection you 
can make, but it is anſwered here, if your Heatt 
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be nut engaged to ſome other Lovers. O, ſay you; 


I have not Power, I cannot get my wicked Heart 
engaged to him. O doleful and miſerable Caſe! 
What is this, that infinite Love and everlaſting 
Kindneſs, flaming out of Chriſt's Heart upon you, 
cannot engage your Heart unto him! O, is there 
no Power in this Love? Is not Love ſtrong as 
Death, and the Coals thereof Coals of Fire, which 
have a molt vehement Flame? O here is a ſtrong 
Flame, that is able to melt the hardeſt Heart to the 
ſweetelt Comr lance ; and therefore, O will you 
bring thele ſtrone Cords of Death by whieh your 
Heart is held, bring them to this Fire, and it will 
burn and butli them atunder, Do not reſiſt the 


poly: 


Mocker, here is a good Bargain for you, even you, 


What ſhall Ifay?' O, is there any here, who 


hoſe 
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e 
powerful Love and precious Grace of God, but be 
content to let it in to your Heart, and it will 
draw and engage it. And therefore, ſeeing no Ar- 
gument will do but an Argument of Power, and 
ſeeing almighty Power uſes to ride in the Chariot 
of this Goſpel of Grace; O then, will you join 
with me and ſay, O powerful Arm of F EHOV AH, 
come and draw, come and dram; O Exalted FESUS, 
ame and draw, by the Power of thy Spirit. Awake, 
0 Arm of the Lo#d, and put og Strength, and let the 
Rig bi- hand of the Lord do waliantly. Let all Heart- 
kigues with Luſts and other Lovers than Chriſt be 
broken this Day, and Chriſt alone have the whole 
Heart engaged to him; and let all the People ſay, 
Auen, So be it, Lord. And if your Heart ſay 
Auen, I hope your Heart is engaged and made 
illing in a Day of Poner; and being made willing 
to come to his Chriſt, you ſhall be made weleome 
to come to his Table; having ſigned his Engage- 
ment to approach to God in your room to do all 
for you, you may approach with Boldneſs to God 
in him, and expect the ſame Welcome with your 
Ciutioner thar goes before you., Who is this that 
engaged his Hears to approach unto me, ſaith te 
Lird ? | 7” IP 
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A DISCOURSE afte 
the ſolemn Work. 


OW, my Friends, after the great Work 

cver, I would ask you, (whether you hare 
been Communicants or not) Have your Heart 
been engaged to Chriſt this Day, as the gloriou 
Engager and Approacher to God for you? I would 
tell you, It your Hearts have been engaged to him 
then your Hearts have been diſengaged from a 
Things beſides him: You have been brought to for 
ſake your Father's Houſe, and the People that an 
yours, and to ſay, What have 1 to do any more nil 
Idols? There hath been a mutual Danation be 
twixt Chriſt and you, as Man and Wife give ut 
themſelves to one another. Te have rendred u 
your Love to him, inſtead of all other Lovers tt 
whom your Hearts. were engaged before; and Xt 


Y look upon your ſelves as bound in Love and Gt 
3 titude, never to give a Back-look to any other Log © 
j ver ſo long as ycur preſent Husband lives; al 


behold he lives for ever and ever: Whereas you 
former Husband, particularly the Law,, is dead, 
and ye are dead to it, Rom. vii. 4. and are to ex 
pect nothing from it, becauſe you have all, and 
more than all, in him to whom you are now en- 
gaged, and whoſe Heart is engaged to you, Ye, 
as ye have rendred up your Love to him as your 
Husband, fo ye have rendred up your Arms to hin 
6 = 
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35 to your Lord: Ye have ſurrendred all the We- 
pons that have been Weapons of Unrighteouſnets,. 
io be Weapons of Righteouſneſs unto Holineſs, 
never to fight againſt him any more, but rather to 
fight under his Banner againſt all his Enemies, \ 
elpecially under his Banner of Love; for the Love 
n Chriſt will conſtrain you both to werk and war, 
ow, | | 
Firſt, A Word to you whoſe Hearts have never 
yet been engaged to Chriſt, O do ye know what 


br a Caſe ye are in? and whence it is that your 


Hearts are not engaged. to Chriſt? Why, ye are 
even ignorant of Gloxious Chriſt: For they that 


JT know his Name will love him, and put their Truſt 


in him; but you are alienated from the Life of 
God through Ignorance that is in you, and Enemies 
in your Minds by wicked Works: Your carnal 
Mind is Enmity againſt God, and 1s not ſubject to 
the Law of God; and your darkned Mind is En- 
mity againſt Chriſt, and is not ſubject to the Righ- 
teouſnels of Chriſt, Thus ye are Enemies to the 
Lord of Life, and care not for him to be your Lord; 
Ye are Enemies to the Word of Life, and care not 
for that Word to be your Rule; Ye are Enemies to 
the Spirit of Life, to the Grace of Life, the Light 
of Life, and the Way of Life: Ye are dead, and 


under the Power of Death and of Sin, under the 


Power of Security and Heart-obduration, having 
no Savour of Chriſt about you; under the Power 
of a ſordid Choice, whereby ye ſet up the baſeſt of 
Objects above our Lord and Maſter, «whom yet the 
Tongues of Seraphims are not worthy to adore : 
Behold, ye are chooſing ſome baſe Lults and Idols 
in his room, or elſe inſolently capt 
him upon the moſt "—_ and ignominious Terms, 
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to engage your Heart to him and to your Luft 
both, to him and to the World both, to bim and 
to other Lovers to be hugged in your Boſoms with 
him, as if he were a Miniſter . of Sin, and a Slave 
to ſerve your Luſts; Or at belt, yg put him off 
with trifling Delays from your Heart, and let him 
Rand at the Door and knock, without ever having 
your Heart engaged to come to him, or to let him 
come to you. Well, is that the Matter with you? 
What is this that thou art doing, poor Soul ? Shall 
there be no Gathering of the People to Shilob far 
your part? Shall never our Lord's Train and Re 
tinue be any whit the more for you ? What, ſhall 
be have no Train? Glory to him, that he will 
Have a Retinue to attend him, and no Thanks t 
you ; there ſhall be a Number to follow the Lamb 
to Heaven, tho' ye ſhould follow the Devil to Hl, 
But O, may I yet beipeak you in the Name of | 
ſus ? And, O jeſus, may 1 beg thy Leave to be 
thy Spokeſman, to tell them thy Words? And 
now, ſince he hath fer me here, and given me 
Leave to ſpeak for him, I muſt tell you ſome of his 
Words to you. 

And, Firf, IIl tell you what is his complaining 
Word upon you; Ye mill not come to me, that 
might have Life + All Day long have 1 ſtretched forth 
my Hands to 4 dijobedient and gainſaying People, 

Again, III tell you what 1s his lamenting Word 
over you; O Feruſalem, Feruſalem; O Dunferm- 
line, Dunfermline, how often would I have gat herti 
you as Hen doth ber Chickens under her Wings, hn 
you would not, you nould not! | 

Again, I would tell you what is his aiToniſhing 
Mord, Be aſtoniſhed, O Heavens, at this, and be ye horribly 
afraid; for my People have committed two great 1 

| wwe) 


—— 


4 
1 
ö 
J 


(_ 69 ts ry 

they have forſaken me the Fountain of living Waters; 
and bewen out to themfelves broken Ciſterns that tin 
bold no Mater + They reject Fulneſs it felf, and tur 
to an empty World, as if it were their Heaven and 
their Happinets, a 

Further, I mult tell you what is his weeping Word, 
and O ſhall he weep alone, and none drop a Tear 
with him, while be is grieved at the Hardneſs of 
your Heart ; and with the Tear in his Eye weep« 
ing over the City, and ſaying, O it thou hadſt 
known, im this thy Day, the Things that belong to 
thy Peace! but the Time approaches when they thall 
be hid from thine Eyes; the Time of Deſolation is 
eoming, becauſe thou knoweſt not the Time of «hy _ 
Viftation. Do ye expect that theſe Days Will 4 
ways laſt with you; and that you'll never be de- 
prived of Sermons; and Minifters, and Sacraments? 
Nay, they ſhall be hid from your Eyes. Your Fa- 
thers, where are they? and the Prophets, do they 
live tor ever? Nay, ſince the laſt Communion here, 
one of our dearHelpers tn this Presbytery, trom whole 
Lips you uſed to hear the Joyful Sound, he is gone 
away to rhe Communion-Table above; and Glo 
to God, that he got a full Gale of heavenly Wind, 
to drive him in with holy Joy and Triumph to the 
Harbour of Glory. But now, O Sinners, have ye 
no Regard to Chriſt weeping over you, and ſaying, 
O If ye knew the Day of your Viſſtation, before the 
Shadows of the Evetlaſting Evening bedrawn upon 
vou! and O that ye knew the Things that bes 
_ to your Peace, before they be hid from your 

A 

But again, T muſt tell you what is his vrt 
and threat ning Word, It you believe vor that lam he, 


ye ſhall die in your Sis ;/aird how ſhall ye eſeape, 
| I 


wt 


from the Face of the Lamb. 


= C3 
if ye neglect ſo great Salvation? If they eſcaped not 
who retuſed.him that ſPake on Earth, much more 
ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn away from him that 
ſpeaketh from Heaven, 

And O what if it come to his farewel Word! I go 
my Way, and ye ſhall fee me no more, till he come 
in the Clouds of Heaven, and every Eye (hall ſee 

him; and then you'll come to that Word with 
it, who live and die with a Heart never engaged 
to him, you'll come, I ſay, to that Word with it, 
O Mountains and Hills, fall upon ut, and hide u 


And how dreadful will his 14% Word be to you, I in 
Depart jrom me, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire p- 
pared for the Devil and his Angels: Ye did eu tb 
and drink in my Houle, and at my Table, but I 1s 
know you not; depart from me: Ye adventured A. 
to approach to my Table, but your Hearts were I ne 
not engaged to approach to me; nay, your Hearts A1 
departed from mf; therefore depart with a Vet» ty 
geance, Depart from me, ye Curſed. 5; pl 

Bar, becauſe it is not come to that with you as I fo 
yet; nay, it is yet a Day of Salyation : 1 would tell N 
you next, his Expoſiulating Mord, or his Intreating “ 
Mord; be would fain take his Word of. Wrath a- tt 
gain, that ye whoſe Hearts are ſayiig, Away with hin, {a 
may yet take your Word again: He is ſaying Vl Il 
vill ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? As I live, I have 0 
Pleaſure in hour Death; O turn ye, turn ye: Come, ) 
come, the Door is yet open, the Door of Salya- Iſl / 
tion is caſt up wide to the Walls, that ye may all 
run in; the Draw- bridge of Mercy is not yet taken Wl - 
up, the Day of Merey is preſent, the Day of Judg- ll * 
ment is but coming, and now Pm looking to you, I ! 
and ye are looking to me; and if ye be not looking Il * 
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on me, ye that are behind the Pillars and Lofts there; 


| hope ye are hearing me: And therefore, in the 
View of that awful Day, when we. ſhall ſee and 
hear at another Rate, before the flaming Tribunal, 
| take Witneſſes here, in Preſence of the Great God, 
and all this numerous Company, that I'm giving 
you a new Offer of Chrift, as an Engager to do all 
for you; and that if you'll but conſent to take 


bim, and give him Employment, yea, that if you * 


do not reject him, you ſhall have him. None here 
ſhall have it to ſay, they got nothing at this Com- 
munion: For, lo, you have got an Offer of Chriſt; 
and if ye go away without him, and live and die 


without him, we ſhall be Witneſſes againſt one ano- 


ther at the Great Day of his Appearance. O now 
is the acceptable Time, Cc. O, are ye pleaſed ? 


Are your Hearts pleaſed with One to be a Cautio- 


ner for you, to ſave you both from Siri and Hell, 


and that will engage for Debt, and Duty, and Safe= 


ty, and pave your Way for approaching ts God's 
elorious - Preſence for ever? Will ye have him 


for your Head and Captain? I allude to the 


Words of Fephthah, Fudg. xi. 9. If I fight for you 
and prevail, ſhall I be yowr Head? O yes, yes, lay 
they; Well, ſo ſays Chriſt to you, If I engage to 
ſatisfy Juſtice for you, and anſwer all 'Law- 


Demands for you, and take away all your Sins, 


and fight all your Battles, and do all yowr Work in 
uu and for yon; ſhall I be your Head? O 1s your 


Heart engaged to ſay, Ves? O Man, Woman, Old 


and Young, that are here, do your Hearts fay, 
Amen, Amen ; Content to have him as a Prophet, 
to take away the Parkneſs of my Mind; Content 
to have him as a Prieſt, to take away the Guilt of 


all my Sins; And content to have him as 2 King | 
| EH take 
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take away the Power of all my Luſts and Idols": 
and to make me hoh and happy in himſelf, that“ 
his Name may be glorified in me, and his Grace" 
magnified for ever; O then, I hope, the Day of Sakſ" 
vation is begun, that (hall be celebrated with Joy 
to Eternity, Therefore, let me eloſe with a Word, 
in the next Place, | 

24ly, To you ' whoſe Hearts are engaged to the 1 
Lord Jeſus, whether ye have been Communicang 
or not; and becauſe ſome ſuch may be in Doubts 
whether ever they have believed in Chriſt truly and 
ſavingly. Why, if yowr Hearts be truly engaged, 
to Chriſt, never make a Qtieſtion about your Be. 


lie ding for a Heart engaged to bim is the belt B nd 
lieving in the World, Row. x. 10. With the Heart" 
Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs'; and if your Doubt. 
remain, the belt Way of getting it reſolved, is, to“ 
let your Heart go out upon him anew, as the glo en 
rious Engager and Approacher to God in your f 
Room. Are ye afraid you come ſhort of Heaven? 
do ye may indeed, unleſs Chriſt had engaged to 
bring you there; but if ye lay Streſs upon hg 


Engagement, there is no Fear. Are ye feared you. 
come ſhort of Duty? So you may, if you be the! 
only Engager ; But will ye truſt Chriſt for no- Fed 
thing? Where is your Faith in his Engagement, 
z0 do all for you and in jou? What, may ſome 
ſay, would you have us all to turn Antinemians, to 
do nothing, and engage to do nothing, but lippen . 
all to Cbriſt? The Lord pity a poor deluded 
World, that is wedded to a Covenant of Works, 
Will you tell me, Man, Z that Antinomianitm, .t0 
come out of your ſelf to Chriſt fir Righteouſneſs, 1 
anſwer all the Demands of the Law as a Covenant 
of Works ; and to come owt of your ſelf 10 Chriſ jo 
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wength, to anſwer all the Commands of the Lam 41 
cha Le of Life and Holineſs, and ſo to engage for no- 
ting in your own Perſon alone, becauſe God cannot 
wif your perſonal Bond, but to take Chriſt jor your 
utioner, and to lay Streſs on his Engagement? And 


n your ſelf, to look to Chriſt as the firſt Approach- 
ther tor you, and then to approach to God in him. If 
ou thus engage upon Chriſt' Head, according to 
is Promiſe, then engage to what you will; and if 
cu approach to God in his Name, then you may 
pproach with Boldneſs. 

If you think of engaging in your own Name 
Bend Perſon, and of approaching in your own 
ame and Perſon, that is the old Covenant- 
ray of engaging and approaching; and there- 
ore no Wonder then, if that be your Way, that 


teing you cannot approach to a Holy and Juſt God 


2 * 
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Na on be overwhelmed with Fears and Doubts, and 
Jr zeouragements. . 
bar ler gallant Faith come in and fay, Suit 
th engaged, and therefore I have r 
neo but to lippen to him for all, and in 

e of Means depend upon bim; Chriſt hath 


wprroached before me, and therefore upon the 
red Carpet of his juſtice- ſatisfy ing Blood, IAI 
eo in to the Holy of Holies, even in to the Pre- 
lence of a juſt and holy God. O have you thus 
approached to Gd at this Occaſion 2 I know not, 
hy ye; 1 would be glad to know. Why, if ye 
would judge of your Approach to God in Chriſt, 
Judge of your Approach, not by the Meaſure of it; 
for Believers win only ſometimes, as it were, to 
waſh his Feet with their Tears, like Mary, tho at 
„ether Times they may win to ly in his Botom, like 
. os ages K wed. oe 
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the Beloved Diſciple. judge not of your A 
proach, by the Matter of that which he gives you 
for ſometimes you may be ſeeking one Thing, a 
he may give another : Ir may be ye were ſeeking 
Feaſt of Joy ; but if he hath given you a Feaſt 
godly Sorrow, that is as good for you. Judi 
not of your Approach by your former Experie 
ces: It may be, ſome time a-Day you was like 
Lamb in his Boſompſaying, under a Senſe of hf 
Love, This is my Beloved ; and now, perhaps, yo 
muſt ly like a Dog at his Feet, ſaying, under 
Senſe of Sin, Truth, Lord, 1 am a Dog : Well, th; 
is a Token of more a-coming, Judge not of you 
Approach by you own Senſe and Apprehenſion 
for, David was not in a deſperate Caſe when h 
was crying, as Pſal. xiii. 1. How long wilt thou fir 
get me, O Lord, for ever? How long wilt thou lil 
thy Face from me? When your Longings are in 
creaſed, tho* your Strength be ſmall, yet it is a no 
table Feaſt; for he will ſatisfie the longing Soul, and 
and fill the Hungry with good Things. Be thank 
ful if you get as much as holds your Soul in Lit 
tho you get not much. Know, that tho' he wil 
be faithful to the Accompliſhment of all his Pro 
miſes, and to do all that he hath engaged for, yet tie 
Times and Seaſons are in his Hand, and he bath h- 
own Meaſure of Communication; if ſome of you 
received what you would be at, you would gros 
really giddy, and be ready to cry with Peter, I. 1: 
good for us to be here, and forget the other Work that 
God hath for you in the World. He is engaged 
by Promiſe ; but know moreover, that he accom. 


[ pliſhes his Promiſe according to your Need, andi , 
ö as it is for your Good and Advantage, and a I 
— . — — in 
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ing as he hath Work and Buſineſs to put in your 
ind, Now, ſome here, I Rope, have got their 
arts engaged to approach to a God in Chriſt, 
pon the Ground of Chriſt's Engagement to ap- 
roach to God in their room; and I hope they can 
y it with holy Confidence, that their Hearts have 
en drawn, and they have been cauſed to ap- 
Frosch to God : And if fo, then, I hope, you can 
y of the Water of the Well of Salvation, O 
meet, ſweet! O how tweet are thy Words to my 
ate! ſweeter than Hony to my Mouth! And 


th hat all other Things in a World are but empty 
YOU, Loſs and Dung, in Compariſon of him. 


O the gallant Fops of the World would think 
me of themſelves, if they knew how much 
Contempt the pooreſt Saints on Earth do Ar 
pon them, and all earthly Glory and Gallantryg 


win to this Approach to a God in Chriſt, it hatt 
Wrought you to a great Wondring at the Grace of 
(2d, O what am I? and what is my Father's Houle? 
Why did he paſs by my Neighbour, my Husband, 
my Wife, my Brother, my Siſter, and fix his 

Love upon me the vileſt of them all? It hath 
MWbrought you to great Humility and Abaſement 
o mine Eyes ſee thee, therefore I abhor my ſelf, 8c: 
And alſo to a great Longing after more Fellowthip 
and Communion with him ; O when wilt thou come 
unto me! O when ſhall I come and appear before 
e! O 70 depart in Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen 
% Salvation! O to be among the Four and twenty 
ners that are before the Throne! O to be drink- 
ing at the Fountain-bead ! Why, what means this 


ne Language, poor Soul? It feems you're juſt lying 
* 1 18 
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when they win near to God! Surely, if you hayrxß 


in his Lap; He 14 4 you with an everlaſting 
Love, and therefore with Loving-kindneſs hath he 
drawn on: His Heart is engaged to you, and your 
Heart is eng2ged to him; the Spirit hath been ſent 
to knit Chriſt's Heart and your Heart together, an 
the Knot (hall never be looſed; Him that cometh, 
will in no wiſe caſt out, And now that he is engage 
to do all for you, O does not Equity and Grai- 
tude require, thit you be wholly engaged to him 
and that for ever? Let your Hearts be more en 
gaged to him than ever ; let your Affections be en 
gaged to love him; let your Wills be engaged t 
obey him in his preceptive and providential Will 
let your Thoughts be engaged to think upon hin 
and his Loving-kindneſs; let your Tongues be 
engaged to ſpeak to his Praile, In hi- Temple ſhal 
every one ſpeak of his Glory; let your whole Li 
be engaged to his Service, and all ſo engaged ast 
depend on him for all. He hath engaged for all, 
that you may depend on him for all; and all the 
Service you periorm will be vain and to no put 
Pole, unleſs it be done in the Faith of his Engage 
meut to do ail in you and for you. The Belierer 
hath two Hinds, the cne a holding Hand, an 
the other a working Hand; like a Woman ſpur 
ning at the Wheel, (to uſe a homely Simile) tbe 
one Hand holds the Threed and draws 1t Gown, 
nd the other Hand goes round and ſets about tix 
Whecl ; now, if the do not hold the Threed cor 
ſtantly with the one Hand, it is to no purpoit 
tho the other H:in4 go round with the Wheel: 
Even to it is here; the one Hand of the Belierer 
is the Hand of Faich, whereby he takes falt Holl 
of Chrut, and draws Grace and Virtue from 


uu; 


S 
him ; the other is the Hand of Obedienct and $6: 


vice, which is accepted only in Chriſt, and upon 
the Score of his engaging for all, and to do all our 
Work in us and for us, Now, it the Hand of 
Faith let go the Hold of Chritt, lo as not to draw 
Virtue from him, nor depend upen his Engage- 
menr, it is in vain that the other Hand of Obedi- 
ence and Service dots go its round; But, when 
Faich keeps fait Hold of Chrilt's Engagement, then 
there is profitable Service aud acceptable Obedience; 
for we are accepted in the Beloved, Let Faith take 
a View daily of your Privileges in Chriſt; O 


would it be to you, if you had the lively Faith 
of his Engagement ! It would make you approach 


1h:ough-bearing, till you win to Glory; That 
ls Faithfulneſs is engaged, his Power is engaged, 
his Name is engaged, his Truth is engaged, his 
Credl it is at the Stake; for he hath ſaid, Tl never 
lende thee nor forſake thee ; 1 will put my Spirit 
iin thee, and cauſe thee to walk in my Statmtes © 
I; he thus engaged? Then let Faith keep a faſt 
Grip of his Eugagement; and when Faith is like 
to lole the Grip, remember, that he who hath en- 
gaged for every Thing that concerns you, hath en- 
2124 for Faith too, having promiſed to keep your 
Faith that ic fail not, and to keep you by his 


de Want of Faich, look ro his Engagement for 
Fe ir ; and in the Weakneſs of Faith, look to his En- 
©42nent to ſtrengthen it; and in the Trial o& 
Falch, look to his Eogagement £ to ſupport it. Let 
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how {trengchmng for your Work and Warfare 


to God in every Duty with Boldneſls, Did you 
believe that his Honour is engaged for you 


Lower through Faith to Salvation, Therefore, in 
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— Faith depend upon your Faith, but vod 
Faith and Dependence be wholly on Chriſt, for all 
that you need with reſpect to Work and Warfare, 
Duty or Difficulty, Soul or Body, Grace or Glory; 
Time or Eternity; then will God put your Name 
and Chriſt's together, ſaying, Who is this that enga- 


ted his Heart to approach unto me ? 
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